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Broncs take two of three
Broncs take doubleheader against
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, but fall short of sweep

The University of TexasPan American Broncs
snatched two baseball
victories over the Islanders
of Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi in a doubleheader
last Saturday. But the
Sunday finale of the threegame series belonged to
TAMUCC as the Islanders
(8-4) defeated the Broncs,
7-3.
“We just gave them
the game,” UTPA head
coach Willie Gawlik
said. “We played poor
fundamental baseball,
but winning two of
three against a good
team was good for us.”
The Broncs came
out strong, shutting
down the visiting team
in the first frame and
wasted no time in
recording the first run
of the game. After
senior Bruce
Kennedy’s triple,
sophomore Marco Garza’s
sacrifice hit brought
Kennedy home for the
game’s first score. Garza
already has 17 RBI on the
year, in 17 games, tied with
Kennedy for the team lead.
UTPA (9-8) led 1-0 until
the top of the third inning
when Islander first baseman
Mike Schelkewy ripped a
single to right field to bring
in Juan Landin for
TAMUCC’s first score of

“

Photos by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

(Above) - UTPA senior pitcher Ben DiOrio hurls a pitch during a doubleheader against
TAMUCC.
(Below) - UTPA Sophomore Marco Garza rounds third base during a game against
TAMUCC.
(Lower Right) - Garza slides across home plate.

the day.
But the tie score wouldn’t
last long. Later in the
inning, with two runners on
base, Islander Humberto
Aguilar smacked a three-run
home run over the rightfield wall to make the score
4-1 at the end of the third.
By the bottom of the fifth
frame the Broncs answered.
After Jerome McCoy flied
out to right field and Bruce
Kennedy went down
swinging, Garza reached

We depended on
our speed and
didn’t have many
chances to make
something
happen.
- Willie Gawlik,
UTPA head baseball coach

to score from second base
but was gunned down from
center field by Jonathan
Mason.
DiOrio (2-1) allowed
eight hits and seven runs,
four earned, and was
relieved by Travis Parker,
who threw 3 2/3 innings of
scoreless work.
Following the three-run
sixth, the Islanders led 7-2
and cruised their way to
their victory. UTPA added
another run in the eighth as
a sacrifice fly by pinchhitter Juan Saenz plated
Matt Eichel, but
TAMUCC shut down
any hopes for a
comeback in the 7-3
loss.
Garza had a pair of
hits for the Broncs, as
did Tony Ortiz. Garza
is hitting .386 so far,
second on the team to
Louie Alamia (.447)
while Ortiz is clicking
along at .358, third on
the team.
“We depended on our
speed and didn’t have many
chances to make something
happen,” Gawlik said.
Despite the most recent
loss for UTPA, the Broncs
were able to sweep a
doubleheader against the
Islanders, winning the first
game 15-2 and the second
6-5.
In the first game of the
twinbill, Eichel and

“

By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American

base with a double and later
crossed home plate on a
single by sophomore Tony
Ortiz, leaving UTPA down
4-2 at the end of five.
In the sixth inning,
TAMUCC chased Bronc
starter Ben DiOrio, as Jaime
Landin singled with the
bases loaded to plate a run
and a later error allowed
another. After Michael
Bruner scored on a single
by Garanzuay, Landin tried

See BASEBALL page 13
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CAMPUS
■

11th Annual
Aid Fair

The 11th Annual
Financial Aid
Fair will be held
Thursday March
6, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. at
the Student Union
Lobby. There will
be assistance with
2003-2004 Free
Application for
Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) and
1040A and
1040EZ federal
tax returns for
students.
There will be free
food, music and
door prizes
through out the
event. The fair is
sponsored by
Student Financial
Services.
Admission is
free.

VALLEY
■ Possible

Kidnapping?
A young Valley girl
who was thought to
have been
kidnapped was
found two hours
after her mother
reported her
missing
Wednesday. Police
say the little girl
was at the Don-Wes
Flea Market in
Donna with her
mother, when she
went to the
restroom alone and
never came out.
She was found two
hours later in the
Weslaco K-Mart.
The case is still
under investigation.

Remember

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

dimensional stereotypes of Latinos,
revealing not only her racism, but
also her profound ignorance of who
we are.”
Juanita Garza, a University of
Texas-Pan American history and
philosophy professor, was in
accordance with Maldonado. Garza
was one of the recipients of the email.
“I understand how they felt,”
Garza said. “I got the e-mail sent by
friends [and] I understand it
[because] we are always having to
apologize for ourselves, and we are
sick of it.”
Garza, as well as other Latino
groups and individuals offended by
Edna, commented that they could
not believe how the magazine had
published that article when Mexican
actress Salma Hayek was on the VF
cover.
Maldonado, in her letter to the
editor, also wrote that she could not
figure out how they chose to feature
Hayek on the cover, and then run an
article about her success in

Now that Gov. Rick Perry has announced
two of the three nominees for the
University of Texas System Board of
Regents, State Rep. Aaron Pena Jr., DEdinburg, feels a Valley native should be
appointed to serve on the nine-member
board.
According to Pena, it is important to
have a representative from the Valley on the
board because they understand the
educational needs of the area. Because of
the predominance of Hispanics in South
Texas, Pena feels education is a top priority.
“Education is our one ticket out of
poverty,” Pena said. “To have a powerful
body such as the Board of Regents and not
have a representative from deep South
Texas is an absolute crime.”
However, Wendy Bengal, assistant press
secretary for Perry, said the governor is
looking for the best qualified applicant to
fill the last seat in the board. She said when
looking for a candidate, the governor looks
at applicants from all over the state and
hopes they will represent all of Texas while
serving their term on the board.
Bengal added the governor has been
working on appointing the next candidate,
but that no specific date has been set on
when he plans to announce the final
nominee.
“As with any appointment, he looks for
the best qualified candidate,” Bengal said.
“It’s a statewide board, they look into the
best interest of all of Texas, no matter
where they are from.”
When approving a member of the Board
of Regents, the Senate Nominations
Committee will look in into candidate
qualifications. Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa,
D-McAllen, who is a member of the
committee, said also considered are the
candidates’ commitment to public service
and their experience in education.
During appointment period, Hinojosa
said the committee meets every Monday to
make decisions on the nomination. He said
most board members come from the
Houston, Dallas and Austin areas, but that
he hopes the governor will appoint
someone from the Valley.
“Somehow the Valley has been
neglected, but they have appointed

See RESPONSE page 6

See REGENTS page 6

Gabriel O. Hernandez/The Pan American

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE?— Political science professor Sam Freeman speaks to the crowd Tuesday at
the peace rally that was held outside the library. Freeman was one of several speakers at the event,
which drew over 100 people. See page 5 for related information.

VFair controversy rages
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Vanity Fair, one of America's
most famous monthly magazines,
published a feature by one of their
columnists, Dame Edna, that they
say insulted the Hispanic
population.
Edna, who is actually a man
named Barry Humphries, is an
Australian comedian who writes an
advice column in the magazine. The
fashion magazine editors stated in
New California Media, that Edna is
not a person whose advice should
be taken seriously.
“In stark contrast to serious
advice columns, Dame Edna takes
her questioners' worst assumptions
and runs with them,” Vanity Fair
editors said.
However, in the February 2003
issue, Edna made some remarks that
most of the Hispanic population
disliked.
A reader asked Edna for advice
on what foreign language she
should learn, and that a lot of

people were telling her to learn
Spanish because eventually
everyone is going to speak it. In
response, Edna said to forget
Spanish because there is "nothing in
that language worth reading except
Don Quixote." She also added that
the Spanish language would be of
no use to her because the only
persons who speak it are the help,
or the leaf blowers.
Several individuals and activists
groups have made it their mission
to get an apology from the
magazine and Edna herself. New
York attorney Wendy Maldonado
started an Internet petition to try
and solicit a printed apology from
Edna.
In a letter to the editor attached in
the e-mail forward, Maldonado said
Edna could have used other
comments to make her statement
concerning the subject, instead of
saying bad things about the Latino
community.
“Dame Edna could have chosen
any number of amusing responses,”
Maldonado wrote. “However, she
responded using cheap, two-
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To the Editor:
I just finished reading the “Caterwaul”
section of the February 6 Pan American,
regarding the question “Should America Go
to War with Iraq?” I was deeply
disappointed, given the importance of this
topic, with the arguments both for and
against war.
In his case for war, Dagoberto Pérez, like
our President himself, slips too easily into
“Axis of Evil”-type clichés: he explains that
“Saddam would like nothing more than to
see Lady Liberty crumble” and refers in
weighty capital letters to the “Iron Fist that
Saddam Hussein wears.”
This rhetoric, though satisfying in the
same way blockbuster movie previews are,
fails to impart any actual evidence to
forward Mr. Perez’s arguments. Like so
much of the Bush Administration’s public
statements, Pérez plays on our sense of
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dread without really engaging in critical
debate or answering the reservations the
American people (and the world) have
expressed about this war.
Arianna Vazquez, for her part, takes the
view of only the most extreme elements of
the anti-war movement and inflates them
with the language of a bad Bond movie:
Bush, she says, is a “puppet of the oil
industry” who wants to “rule the world” and
establish “global empire.” Whatever one
thinks of Bush or his war, the fact of the
matter is that, even in France and other
bastions of anti-war sentiment, this debate is
about more than oil or empire: it is about,
among other things, our relationships with
the rest of the world, the balance of power in
the Middle East, and how we go about
making the world a safer place.
Those who oppose the war have an
obligation to offer a different vision on these
issues. Ms. Vazquez instead chooses, like
Mr. Pérez with Saddam Hussein, to provide

NEWS

editorials

■

cartoons

us with a dastardly villain rather than a real
argument.
The question of war in Iraq will shape
global politics for years to come, affect all
of our safety, and perhaps cost thousands of
civilian lives in Iraq, not only through armed
conflict but because of food supply and
refugee populations (Does anyone still talk
about Afghanistan, and all the starving
people we left behind there?). I am afraid
that such terribly momentous questions
deserve a much more rigorous debate in our
community than I saw in the pages of the
“Pan American.”
Adam Rosenblatt
Arts and Culture Coordinator
Division of External Affairs
University of Texas Pan American
1201 West University Drive
Edinburg, TX 78539-2999
Office: (956) 381-3349
Cellular: (512) 796-1375
rosenblatt@panam.edu
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Online advising available
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American

With the help of a simple Web-based
computer program, the once cumbersome
process of advisement just became a whole lot
easier for students at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
UTPA officials believe the new program,
dubbed the “Degree Audit System,” will take the
hassle out of following a degree plan for not
only the 14,000-plus UTPA students, but also
faculty who face the arduous task of advising
each student.
“We are not going to do away with mandatory
advisement in any way, shape, or form, but this
will make it less hectic on the students,” said
Director of Admissions and Records David
Zuniga. “The time students will have to spend
with their advisers will be more quality time and
deal with issues they need to talk about. It will
make it easier on faculty to work with students.”
According to Zuniga, the Degree Audit
System was part of a software package
purchased by the university several years ago,
but the program was shelved while Admissions
and Records personnel worked on other statemandated projects. But approximately five years
ago, the department spearheaded the effort to get
the system up and running.
“There are over 55 majors at the university,
and they all have different requirements. It’s
taken time to get the information together from
all the departments, secretaries, and staff,”
Zuniga said. “It has been in [testing two to three]
years, and one year has been spent working out
bugs. We now have it live and it is timed for the
advisement period, and students will be able to
utilize it from now on.”
Previously, students looking for advisement
were required to fulfill a multistep process to
receive time with a faculty adviser. After
obtaining a copy of a UTPA transcript, a student
had to track down a copy of their specific degree
plan and make an appointment with a faculty
adviser.

“Someone needed to sit with the student,
decipher their transcript and answer the
questions, and eventually the student had to get
the degree plan signed and approved,” Zuniga
said. “Any time a student wanted a degree plan,
it took a lot of time.”
But with the new Degree Audit System, the
first two steps of the advisement have been
scrapped completely and the rest of the process
has been streamlined. Virtually the only step left
unaffected by the the new system is that students
must still have the finished degree plan signed
by the dean of their respective college.
“Now from anywhere in the world if they
have access to a computer, whether at work or at
home or even in a lab or even a Kiosk machine
on campus, a student, by entering their PIN and
following simple instructions will be able to
have their degree plan printed in seconds,”
Zuniga said. “This does not preclude students
from going to advisers for advisement, but it will
make things easier for both students and
advisers.”
The Degree Audit System will provide every
UTPA student with a virtual treasure trove of
information, including transcript data, grades
received in completed courses, remaining core
requirements and minor courses yet to be
completed. Zuniga believes this information will
greatly enhance a students’ ability to gauge their
progression through their respective degree
plans.
According to Zuniga, invitations encouraging
UTPA students to use the new Degree Audit
System were mailed earlier this week along with
registration materials. Although the Degree
Audit System is not unique to UTPA - a number
of Texas A&M University system schools and
UT-Austin use a related version of the program the program was manipulated by UTPA
Computer Center personnel to make the
software easier to use.
“The Computer Center has done a lot of work
behind the scenes,” Zuniga said. “We took the
system and made it Web-based to make it more
user-friendly. Now if the student looks at it on

the Web, it has color and everything.”
Roy Rodriguez, a UTPA Computer Center
Program Analyst, feels his department worked
hard to make the Degree Audit System program
special to Pan Am.
“We brought the program out of the can and
the departments brought up a lot of issues, like
they wanted us to make it more user-friendly
and have more color,” he said. “The hardest part
was customizing it to meet UTPA’s needs and
dealing with the deadlines. It was working when
we first brought it out of the can, but it was very
basic.”
According to Rodriguez, the finished product
was over 10 years in the making, and his team is
excited to bring the new service to UTPA.
“Once we got rolling back in November 2002,
that’s when we started pushing hard to get it
done for this coming semester. We’re very proud
of it,” he said. “We’re still looking to make other
enhancements for it. We’re going to add more
things and it’s going to be much better. It’s going
to improve with the feedback we’re getting.”
The assistant deans of each UTPA college also
faced the monumental task of collecting the
information regarding their respective degree
plans to be entered into the program.
“It took some time checking to see that what
was online matched what was in the catalogue,”
said Wally Tucker, assistant dean of the College
of Arts and Humanities. “But now students are
going to be able to have faster access to their
degree plans and they will be more accurate. It’s
going to be quicker to make a degree plan.”
Students can access the Degree Audit System
by inputting their social security number and
PIN through the student services section of
http://www.assist.panam.edu. Admissions and
Records also provides a tutorial regarding the
use of the service at
http://admissions.panam.edu/degreeaudit.html.
“We developed the tutorial Web site so that all
the answers are right there and students won’t
have to call a bunch of people trying to figure it
out,” Zuniga said. “It will answer any questions
a student may have.”

Lady Broncs down
Centenary Ladies

sports
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UTPA closes out season at 7-21 following 87-82
home win over Centenary
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan American women’s
basketball team defeated the
Centenary Ladies, 87-82, to
close out the 2002-2003
season in style last weekend.
In doing so, they notched
their third win in four games
and wrapped up the year
with a 7-21 record on Senior
Night at the Fieldhouse.
The 87 points scored by
the Lady Broncs was a
season-high that eclipsed last
week’s 77-point mark
achieved against Incarnate
Word Feb. 25 at home.
Both teams had five
players score in doubledigits in the contested affair
that went back and forth all
night. Senior guard Alex
Gravel led the Lady Bronc
offensive onslaught with 23
points to end her playing
career at UTPA as the
women’s basketball all-time
scoring leader with 1,227
points. Senior center Naima
Williams scored 16 points to
finish number two with

1,173 points. Five-footseven guard Amanda Carlow
added 15 points, Jennifer
Piwonka notched 14, and
senior forward Julie Porter
contributed 10.
Centenary forward Alexis
Pettway led all scorers with
24 points and also nabbed 10
rebounds for a doubledouble.
The Lady Broncs had to
play catchup for most of the
first half. Centenary took a
nine-point at 37-28 lead with
4:16 to go, but Pan Am went
on a 10-0 run to close out
the first half with a slim 3837 lead. Piwonka led
UTPA’s run with six points
while Carlow had two assists
and sank a jumper with 21
seconds remaining in the
first half to take the lead.
In the second half, the
game went back and forth.
UTPA held the lead on 10
different occasions while CC
led nine times throughout
the half.
After being tied 61-61
with 11:42 remaining, Pan
Am went on a 14-6 run that
was topped off by Williams’

layup at 6:08 that gave the
Lady Broncs an eight-point
at 75-67. However, the
Ladies stormed right back
with a 15-5 run to reclaim
the lead 82-80 when Lindsay
Way hit two free throws
with 1:11 left in the game.
UTPA didn’t give up. The
Lady Broncs charged right
back to tie the game for the
15th time, 82-82, on the
strength of an all-out team
effort that saw four of five
orange-and-green players
score at least one point in
the last minute of the game.
Pan Am concluded the game
with a 7-0 run when Gravel
sank two free throws with
three seconds remaining in
the game to clinch the 87-82
victory and close out the
season on a winning note.
“Everthing just came
together. We knew we had to
beat Centenary. .We wanted
to beat them bad,” said
Williams.
With the win, UTPA
improved its home record to
5-10 and 7-21 on the season.
Centenary ended the season
8-20.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Stacey Gooden drives to the hoop for a layup during a game against Incarnate Word.

Broncos best Broncs in baseball border bash
Triple-A equivalent squad defeats UTPA in anual
meeting of border rivals
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

The Reynosa Broncos of the Mexican
Baseball League defeated the University
of Texas-Pan American baseball team 7-4
in the third annual exhibition matchup
between the two teams Tuesday night
before a crowd of 1,604 that were split
between Pan Am supporters and Broncos
fans at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
Reynosa, the equivalent of a Triple-A
baseball club in the U.S., used some solid
relief pitching to silence UTPA’s bats in
the last three innings to run off with the
exhibition game victory to improve to 2-0
in their spring training season. The
Broncos defeated the Monterrey Sultanes
6-3 in their first exhibition game of the
year on Monday.
Last year, the Broncos finished in
seventh place in the Northern Zone with a
20-33 record (43-67 overall) in the second
half of the 2002 MBL season. The
visiting Broncos opened up the game by
scoring three runs off seldom-used starter
Ricky Anderson, who pitched two innings
and gave up three runs off three hits.
Despite the shaky Bronc start, UTPA
composed itself and got down to
fundamentals. Pan Am responded in its
half of the first inning with a pair of solo

home runs to left field by sophomore
shortstop Marco Garza and sophomore
catcher Matt Eichel off Reynosa veteran
starter Mercedes Esquer.
In the second inning, the Broncs tied
the game 3-3 with a solo shot to left field
by sophomore center fielder Jonathan
Mason.
In 17 games, Pan Am has hit only seven
home runs, but they cranked three roundtrippers against Reynosa in the first two
innings of the game against seasoned
veteran left-hander Esquer.
Reynosa took back the lead in the top
of the third off a pair of throwing errors.
Left fielder Ozzie Timmons reached base
on a botched throw from third base and
advanced to second on the same error
which put him in scoring position. Second
baseman Rafael Castañeda singled to right
center to score Timmons and put the
Broncos back on top 4-3.
The Mexican club added to its lead in
the sixth when outfielder Joel Canales’
single to right field scored Castañeda to
increase Reynosa’s lead 5-3. However,
UTPA got out of the inning during the
same scoring play when third baseman
Oscar Romero tried to beat out a throw at
the plate, but was tagged out at home by
Eichel off a throw from freshman right
fielder Otis Powers.

Pan Am got the run back in the bottom
half of the frame to close within one run,
5-4, off sophomore Dustin Lee’s single to
left field that scored Mason from second
base.
Reynosa proceeded to shut down the
Bronc offense for the last three innings of
the game on the solid relief efforts of
Néstor Melendez, Martín Enriquez and
Orlando Verdugo who combined to pitch
three innings of three-hit ball while
striking out four UTPA batters in the
process.
The Broncos added insurance runs in
the top of the eighth and ninth innings to
win the international exhibition game 7-4.
“It (the game) was very even. They
seem to have a lot of good players. My
respect goes out to their boys,” said
Reynosa pitching coach Florentino Duarte
about Pan Am’s players.
Despite the loss, first year head coach
Willie Gawlik was satisfied with his
team’s performance against the Mexican
club.
“We held our ground and we played
well,” he said. “It was a great experience
for us to be able to play against a pro
team like that. You learn a lot of lessons
when you play a pro team,” Gawlik
added. “They show you some things that
you need to work on.”
Six Bronc pitchers allowed seven runs
and scattered 14 hits in the loss while six
Reynosa hurlers allowed four runs on 13
hits.

“It helps us prepare to play against
some good pitching and good defense. It
helps us prepare for A&M,” Gawlik said,
as his team prepares for a big upcoming
three-game series on the road against
Texas A&M.
In February, UTPA and the Reynosa
Broncos baseball organization signed a
contract to extend the border rivalry for
another three years.
Next season, the Broncs will play at
Reynosa with the series alternating sites
every year.
This year’s game was originally
scheduled to be played in Mexico, but due
to ongoing renovation of Reynosa’s
stadium, it was rescheduled to be played
at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
Last year, the Broncos defeated UTPA
5-3 on a two-run dinger by Castañeda in
the top of the ninth inning before an
identical crowd of 1,604 that gathered at
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
In the inaugural game between the
cross-border rivals in 2000, Reynosa beat
Pan Am 6-3 before a standing room only
crowd of 4,746 at Jody Ramsey Stadium.
“This is a great thing for the city of
Edinburg and the city of Reynosa,” said
Gawlik. “I think this will really grow into
a huge thing.”
The game was broadcast on Spanish
language radio station 1530 AM.
UTPA will visit Texas A&M at College
Station for a three-game series this
coming weekend from March 7-9.
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UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
March 4 (Exhibition)
Reynosa 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 - 7 14 1
UTPA
2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 4 13 2
Pitchers: REYNOSA - M. Esquer; N. Renovato (4); C.
Tijerina (6); N. Melendez (7); M. Enriquez (7); O.
Verdugo (9).
UTPA - R. Anderson; R. Martinez (3); J. Duhon (4); A.
Guerra (6); L. Alamia (7); J. Saenz (9).
Win-M. Esquer. Loss-R. Martinez. Save-O. Verdugo.
Time - 2:57 Attendance - 1,604
HR UTPA - M Garza; M Eichel; J Mason.
March 2
TAMUCC 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 0 - 7 12 3
UTPA
100010010-3 9 2
Pitchers: TAMUCC - J Hamon; M Garcia (6); J
Huerta (8).
UTPA - B DiOrio; T Parker (6).
Win-J Hamon (3-1) Save-J Huerta (2) Loss-B
DiOrio (2-1)
Time - 3:00 Attendance - 235
HR TAMUCC - H Aguilar
TAMUCC 8-4, UTPA 9-8
March 1 (Game two)
TAMUCC 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 - 5 8 2
UTPA
002013x-6 7 0
Pitchers: TAMUCC - S Walker; J Huerta (6); M
Garcia (6).
UTPA - A Guerra; J Gibson (3).
Win-J Gibson (2-1) Loss-J Huerta (1-1)
Time - 2:10 Attendance - 393
HR TAMUCC - H Aguilar, J Garner
TAMUCC 7-4, UTPA 9-7
March 1 (Game one)
TAMUCC 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 - 2 6 4
UTPA
7 1 0 0 0 1 0 6 x - 15 13 1
Pitchers: TAMUCC - D Arroyo; E Martanovic (2).
UTPA - J Lopez; T Sorden (3).
Win-T Sorden (1-1) Loss-D Arroyo (1-1)
Time - 2:45 Attendance - Not Reported
TAMUCC 7-3, UTPA 8-7

UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 12
Marco Garza 17
Tony Ortiz
17
Jerome McCoy 17
Bruce Kennedy16
A. Alonzo
8
Juan Saenz
10
Matt Eichel
12
T.J. Gilmer
13
Matt Sisk
14
J. Englert
7
Jarod Hickle 8
J. Mason
15
John Lopez
10
Ben DiOrio
9

AB
38
70
67
42
59
14
25
35
44
41
18
15
30
18
18

H
17
27
24
15
17
4
7
9
11
10
4
3
6
3
1

R
9
14
13
14
12
3
0
11
8
6
4
4
8
6
1

HR
0
3
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0

RBI
4
17
12
8
17
1
5
6
9
7
1
2
5
1
4

AVG
.447
.386
.358
.357
.288
.286
.280
.257
.250
.244
.222
.200
.200
.167
.056

Note: based on at least 10 at-bats.
Pitching
G
John Lopez 4
Ben DiOrio 5
J. Gibson
8
J. Duhon
4
A. Guerra 5
T. Sorden 6
T. Parker
5
L. Alamia
1
R. Anderson 2

IP
14.0
24.1
18.0
7.0
23.0
24.1
20.2
3.2
1.1

W-L
1-0
2-1
2-1
0-2
2-2
1-1
1-1
0-0
0-0

SV
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

BB
9
9
9
6
9
18
9
6
4

SO
11
16
13
1
10
15
13
3
0

ERA
0.64
2.59
4.50
5.14
5.48
5.55
9.15
14.73
20.25

Team Batting

UTPA
Opp.

G
17
17

AB
540
523

H
160
131

R HR
113 7
109 10

RBI
99
96

AVG
.296
.250

Team Pitching

UTPA
Opp.

G
17
17

IP
W-L
143.0 9-8
136.0 8-9

SV
1
2

BB SO
86 88
72 105

ERA
5.16
5.23

Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)

Result
Site
W 11-3
H
W 13-4
H
W 7-1
H
L 10-16
H
W 3-2
H
L 2-9
H
L 5-20
A
L 1-9
A
L 3-12
A
L 8-12 (10)
H
W 4-0
H
W 15-0
H
W 2-1
H
L 5-6
H
Canceled
Canceled
W 15-2, W W 6-5 4 p.m.
L 7-3
1 p.m.
L 7-4
7:30 p.m.

Date
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Hou. St.
Sam Hou. St.

Site
A
A
A
H
H

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
H
3 p.m.
Prairie View
H
7 p.m.
Iona vs. Prairie View
H
3 p.m.
Illinois
H
7 p.m.
Illinois vs. Prairie View
H
Noon
Iona
H
7 p.m.

14
14
15
15
16
16

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Alerts followed locally
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UTPA Baseball Schedule

Iona
H
Iona
H
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

Time
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.

7 p.m.
2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Basketball
Stats

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Men’s Final Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
G
30
30
30
30
30

K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

Pts
442
325
274
246
245

Pts/G
14.7
10.8
9.1
8.2
8.2

Rebounds
G
A. HOLCOMB 30
T. Sitnikovas
30
P. Thompson 30

Reb Reb/G
226
7.5
137
4.6
123
4.1

Assists
G
29
30
30

JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

No
111
97
58

A/G
3.8
3.2
1.9

Women’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
J.r Piwonka
Julie Porter
A. Carlow

G
25
28
28
28
28

Pts Pts/G
354
14.2
308
11.0
222
7.9
179
6.4
171
6.1

Rebounds
J. PORTER
N. Williams
Alex Gravel

G
28
28
25

Reb Reb/G
161
5.8
156
5.6
113
4.5

Assists
J. PIWONKA
A. Carlow
Alex Gravel

G No.
28 89
28 87
25 53

A/G
3.2
3.1
2.1

Special to The Pan American

KICKER— Members of the Mariachi Azahares play for dining guests at the
Republic of the Rio Grande restaurant on South 10th Street in McAllen

Female band
tearing it up
By MARIZA ELIZONDO
The Pan American

Mariachi Azahares, a local allfemale mariachi group, will be
celebrating its second anniversary
this spring.
Gaby Sandoval, the group’s
founder, moved to the Valley in the
fall of 1997 as a former member of
an all-female mariachi group in
San Antonio. Sandoval enrolled at
the University of Texas-Pan
American, and has been a member
of UTPA Mariachi for six years.
Mariachi Azahares originated in
the spring of 2001 from a list of
UTPA musicians Sandoval deemed
worthy to participate and perform.
“I chose girls who I thought
would be inspired by the music
and have a passion for it,” she
said.
The group consists of 10
women, all students and members
of UTPA Mariachi Femenil, which
originated in the fall of 2001 after
Sandoval pitched the idea to Dr.
Dahlia Guerra, head of the school’s
music department and director of
UTPA Mariachi.
“I thought that it would be a
good idea because there’s nothing
like that here,” Sandoval said.
“There was always mixed groups
or all-male groups but never an allfemale group.”
“La Reyna,” which means the
queen, is one of the many songs in
mariachi that is traditionally
performed by a male vocalist
because it is dedicated to a woman.
“El Rey,” which means the king, is
the song’s transformed version that
allows a female to sing in
dedication to a man.
Mariachi Azahares entertain
customers at local restaurants
nearly every weekend, with “El
Rey” and other songs such as “Las
Mañanitas” and “Volver,” charging
$10 per request. On a good night
the group will make up to $550.
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“They like us ‘cause were
something new and different to
watch,” said violinist Melissa
Hernandez. “Our goal is to get
ourselves more recognized, and so
far we have captivated some
interest.”
More than half of the members
of Mariachi Azahares keep the
melody tempo with the instrument
most commonly associated with
mariachi, the violin. A vihuela, a
guitar and a guitarron keep the
rhythm, and a trumpet is added for
clarity and sound. All 10 musicians
are vocalists as well.
Juanita Garza, professor of
history at UTPA, said that
Mariachi Azahares contradicts the
stereotype of a woman only being
allowed in mariachi as a featured
vocalist.
“They are really breaking into
the realm of masculinity,” Garza
said. “They are opening up the
music industry for more females in
a sense.”
Garza feels that the group is
probably accepted by the public.
“You’re always going to have
someone who is a purist about
mariachi, and is going to be totally
against females,” said Garza. “But
I think that for the most part
people will recognize that this is
different so they’ll be more
receptive to accepting their
music.”
The musicians look forward to
competing Feb. 21 in Laredo
against professional mariachi
groups for prize money. They will
be the only all-female group
entering in the competition.
“It’s a male dominated genre,”
Sandoval said. “It’s about time we
show them what were capable of.”
The group also gets booked for
gigs playing for weddings,
quincieñeras, birthdays and
anniversaries. Each performer
earns $40 per gig, which usually
last about one hour.

Ever since Sept. 11, the threat of terrorism has
created an added need for security among U.S.
citizens. The government created the Homeland
Security Advisory System (HSAS) to provide a
comprehensive and effective means to spread
information regarding the risk of terrorist acts to
federal, state, local authorities, and the public.
As of last week the U.S. Attorney General along
with the Homeland Security Council made the
decision to return the threat level to an elevated risk
of terrorist attack, or "yellow" level from the recent
high “orange” risk level.
Such a system provides warnings by having a 5level measure of threat conditions that changes as the
risk of the threats increase. At each level federal
departments and agencies implement a
corresponding set of protective measures to further
reduce vulnerability or increase response capability
during a period of heightened alert.
This system is intended to create a common
understanding, context, and structure for an ongoing
national discussion about the nature of the threats
that confront the homeland. It also provides the
appropriate measures that should be taken in
response.
The HSAS includes five levels of threat
conditions, each identified by a description and
matching color. From lowest to highest, the levels
and colors are:
•
•
•
•
•

Low = Green;
Guarded = Blue
Elevated = Yellow
High = Orange
Severe = Red.

The higher the Threat Condition, the greater the

risk of a terrorist attack. Risk includes both the
probability of an attack occurring and its potential
gravity.
At UTPA, the University Police Department has
made an effort to keep the students, faculty and staff
alert to the prospect of danger that is among us. By
e-mailing the campus about the different information
that the NSAS is documenting, and monitors the
news reports and the emergency alert systems.
According to Howard Miller, UTPA police chief,
there is an obvious difference between the elevated
and high alert levels, but the precaution the
university is taking to assure the protection of UTPA
remains the same. The creation of new committees,
such as the campus safety team, is one step being
made to ensure the protection of UTPA.
“Students need to be aware of their surroundings,”
Miller said. “They need to able to be observant in
case of any suspicious behavior, and be on their
guard. Some things shouldn’t be taken for granted.”
Across the area action is being taken also to the
safety of residents of the Rio Grande Valley. In
Brownsville, there is a security alert for different
crises, from natural disasters like tornados or
hurricanes to disasters such as terrorist attacks.
“We are very prepared, but going about business
as usual,” said Mark Erbert of the Brownsville
Police Department. “As are as anything that does
happen, Brownsville is ready to act on it with proper
security measures.”
UTPA is with the community in being prepared
for a disaster in the future. Miller feels that the
students need to take accountability for their own
safety.
“In the long run a person’s safety is their own
responsibility,” Miller said. “Sometimes people think
that the campus is immune to different attacks,
whether it be natural or man made. Everyone should
be observant and prepared in case something ever
happens close to home.”

Publications coming along
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
On Saturday at 1 a.m., Lorena Garcia, assistant
editor for the Panorama, was still in the UTPA
Panorama office trying to sort her way through
feature stories for the upcoming issue.
Along with other staff members, Garcia is starting
to feel the quickly approaching deadline that must be
met in order to get the student publication out by
finals week in May.
“This year, the Panorama staff is trying hard to
add more quality content, photos and graphics,” said
Garcia, a public relations/advertising major.
Designed as an annual pictorial of campus events,
student activities, and student feature stories, the
Panorama serves as an organization for
communications students. The staff produces most of
the content and photos but submissions are still
accepted from UTPA students.
“The Panorama is a magazine yearbook hybrid,"
said lecturer Jacqueline Nirenberg, the group’s
adviser. “Its purpose is to provide a snapshot of the
year for UTPA students and is also used as a public
relations tool for the university.”
According to Nirenberg, every year the Panorama
is different because it is purely student-driven,
allowing the staff to determine the look, theme and
size of the publication. Funding for the Panorama
comes from student fees, approved by the Student
Affairs Advisory Committee.
According to Nadia Mercado, Panorama Editor,
the product will showcase the university from past
years, dating back to 1927, to the future of UTPA.
Garcia will have to spend some of her Spring Break
making sure the Panorama makes its way to the
printing press on time. But she will also have to
make sure another student publication gets there on
time too.
Besides being a part of the Panorama staff, Garcia
is also a part of Gallery 2003, a student-literary arts

magazine. She is one of the students enrolled in
ENG 3334, an English course which explores the
techniques of magazine production and editing. The
class provides a comprehensive laboratory
experience in the editing of the production of Gallery
2003, including techniques of computer-generated
composition and design, according to the class
syllabus.
“From advertising and selecting the material to
teamwork and decision-making in the final weeks,
the students get a great experience from start to
finish,” said Sandra Cararas, instructor and adviser of
Gallery 2003. “Billboards have already been posted
all around the UTPA campus along with flyers in
order to advertise for submissions.”
According to Garcia, the differences between
Panorama and Gallery 2003 are that Panorama has
paid positions for the editor, the assistant editor and
other members of the organization, along with
volunteers. The students producing Gallery 2003 are
equals with no pay and must put together the literary
magazine in its entirety to earn a grade.
Similarly though, both Panorama and Gallery
2003 are scheduled to be out the first two weeks of
May.
In its 20th year of publication, Gallery is primarily
funded through student service fees. Many
supporters from the UTPA faculty have also
supported the product in past years and are
recognized as patrons.
Gallery 2003 will feature original works by UTPA
students in the genres of poetry, prose (short story or
essay), art, and photos.
Submissions of original works are currently being
accepted. UTPA students, both undergraduate or
graduate students who were enrolled in either fall
2002 or spring 2003 may submit their original
works. The place to submit is the UT Press Office
located on the second floor of the COAS building
room 266. The deadline for accepting submissions is
March 7, 2003.
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Do you feel that Vanity Fair
columnist Dame Edna’s
comments were unfair and
racist ?
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Fellowship sought
Campus Faith
SECOND IN A CONTINUING SERIES

Hery Castro
Biology
Senior
I think it’s all about ignorance since there
are people that don’t understand the
depth, the culture and the roots of
languages such as Spanish.

Kenny Montgomery
Spanish
Graduate
I don’t think it’s racist but it is ignorance. I
think it is just not about learning a
language but learning about the whole
culture and civilization of any language.

Lindsey Schnielder
Undeclared
Freshman
I think it’s racist, because in many
areas of the country Spanish is the
secondary language.

Nelson Carrasquero
Electrical Engineering
Senior
I think there is ignorance behind the
colunmist opinion because there is
no such beauty as having the ability
to communicate and know about
other cultures.

Pierre Cantu
Television Broadcasting
Junior
Yes, I believe it is racist and unfair to a
certain point. It is sad because there are
U.S. citizens who show their narrow mind,
and through these type of interviews we
can offer a different view.

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
A Christian is someone who believes that
Jesus Christ is their savior and path to Heaven.
Although denominations vary in the details of
their beliefs, all Christians believe in goodness,
and caring for others.
The following organizations demonstrate that
despite all their differences when it comes down
to it humanity and their faith in God are what
really matters.
YOUNG CATHOLIC MINISTRY
The Young Adult Catholic Ministry is the
only Roman Catholic organization on campus.
Its mission is to unite Catholics on campus by
upholding the Roman Catholic Church and its
teachings. It aims to educate members by
sharing and discussing issues that pertain to the
Catholic religion and providing services at the
University of Texas Pan American. YACM also
intends to create a welcoming environment
which fosters human and Catholic development.
The weeks begin with peace prayer services
held in the University Chapel from 12 to 12:30
p.m. on Mondays. Other activities held in the
University Chapel include Bible studies
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Masses are given on Thursdays at noon with
lunch provided afterward, and a contemplative
prayer meetings on Fridays from 10 a.m. to
10:30 a.m.
YACM meetings are held Tuesdays at noon.
The organization is also hosting a Faith
Development Series held on Thursdays at 6:30
p.m. Weekend activities include afternoon
movie on Fridays at 3 p.m. and mass at 5:30
p.m. on Sundays. All masses are performed by
Father Hillary Brzezinski from the Diocese of
Brownsville.
“We try to offer as much as possible so that at
least one of the things can fit into people’s
schedule,” Alfonso Liguez, campus minister,
said.
Silent retreats will be held monthly, and dates
are to be announced. The organization also
participates in other activities throughout the
year. Last week it sponsored a forum about the
war on Iraq. Speakers were Dr. Gregory Selber
from the communication department and Nick
Braune, a theology/philosophy teacher at Texas
State Technical College in Harlingen.
Members attend the Texas Catholic Student
Conference every spring.
The date and location for this spring is
pending. All activities are held so that members
can learn the Catholic teachings and strengthen
their faith. YACM member Elys Salinas, junior
pre-pharmacy major, believes that the
organization has done just that for her.
“I joined to better understand the Catholic
faith,” said Salinas, a lifelong Catholic. “I have
learned the Church’s views on big issues like
contraception and abortion. I also understand
the symbolism of the order of the Mass now.”
Catholic beliefs include the communion of
saints, forgiveness of sins, and that Virgin Mary
ascended into Heaven. The Holy Rosary is a set
of prayers in which one asks the Virgin to pray
for them or loved ones. Included in the Rosary
are two common Catholic prayers, the Hail
Mary and the Our Father. The Our Father can
be found in the Bible and the phrases in the
Hail Mary have been taken from the Bible as
well.
They also believe that Jesus Christ died for
the forgiveness of sins and that salvation is a
daily task. Catholics live by the Ten
Commandments and believe one must follow
the Seven Sacraments.

- Baptismal- one is introduced into the Church
as an infant.
- Reconciliation- confessing one’s sins and
asking for forgiveness before communion
- Holy Eucharist- One eats the body and
blood of Christ. Children, usually around
the age of seven are taught the meaning of
Communion and receive their First Holy
Communion. Then they can receive the
Communion every Mass as long as they are
right with God.
- Confirmation- One confirms their belief in
God and the Roman Catholic Church in
their mid or late teens usually.
- Holy orders-to become a priest or nun
- Holy Matrimony- those who do not choose
holy orders then they shall marry
- Anointing of the Sick - the sick are anointed
with holy oil so that if they die they can be
identified as a Christian who has repented
YACM not only offers its members education
in the Catholic faith. It also creates an
environment for them to connect and become
friends. YACM parliamentarian Omar Riojas
feels that this is important.
“After awhile you develop a bond with the
other members,” said Riojas, a sophomore
physical therapy major. “It’s nice to have people
of the same faith to count on and to count on
you.”
YACM members can often be found hanging
out at the Catholic Student Center which is
provided by the Diocese of Brownsville. The
center is off campus and is not affiliated with
UTPA. However, members often meet there.
Liguez is the director of the center and said that
the center has several purposes.
“The center is open to the public,” he
explained. “We are here to serve the community
which includes the students. We provide a place
for them to come and relax between classes or
even study.”
Riojas, who often takes advantages of the
services the center has to offer, feels that the
center prioritizes education.
“We come here to relax, but the emphasis is
on academics,” he said. “We have the quiet
room to study in and computers we can use.”
Liguez feels that together YACM and the
Catholic Student Center are developing its
members to be better individuals.
“It is important that people who are
developing their professional skills to also
develop themselves spiritually,” Liguez said.
“This way at the end the University will
produce well-rounded citizens that will bring a
moral and human aspect to their profession.”
For information about YACM contact the
organization at 383-0133 or e-mail at
yacm@catholic.org.
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT
MOVEMENT
The United Methodist Student Movement is
affiliated with the United Methodist Church, but
accepts members from all religions. Its goal is
to create a caring and welcoming environment
for its members. It motto is “Open hearts, open
minds, open doors.”
On Tuesdays the UMSM hosts a free lunch at
noon for its members and has a guest speaker.
The last one was Nancy Reyes form Valley
AIDS Council. On Thursdays a free lunch is
followed by a Bible Study at noon. The group
reads scriptures from the Bible and then has a
student-led discussion. The topic depends on
questions members might have.
“The campus minister does not usually get
involved,” President of UMSM Khristian
Vasquez said. “He tells us that it is our
organization and that we need to take over, but
if we ever have a question then he gladly jumps

See FAITH page 6
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UTPA drops season SPORTS CLIPBOARD
finale to Morris Brown
Golf team takes fifth,
Lady Broncs fall

By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
ATLANTA - Morris Brown
forward Anthony Adams hit a
buzzer-beating jump shot to
defeat the University of TexasPan American men's basketball
team 72-71 Saturday in the
season finale, at John Lewis
Arena.
The heartbreaking loss
dropped UTPA to 10-20 to end
the year and the Wolverines
improved to 9-19 to close out
their season on a positive note.
On the upside, four Bronc
players scored in double digits.
In his last game as a Bronc,
Kevin Mitchell led the team
with 18 points, Allen Holcomb
added 17 points and nine
rebounds, Valley native Eric
Montalvo contributed 12 and

freshman forward Derrick East
scored 10.
The Wolverines opened the
game with an early 20-9 run
and held the lead at 37-26 with
4:36 remaining in the first half.
The Broncs came back with six
points from Holcomb and key
shots from junior guard Prince
Thompson and Montalvo to
finish the first half with a 13-0
run to take a 39-37 lead at
halftime.The Broncs started the
second half just as strong as
they ended the first, scoring
nine points and holding Morris
Brown scoreless to build a 4839 lead early in the second
half. In a game of ups and
downs, the Wolverines then
fought back, using a 22-10 run
to take a 62-59 lead.
The Broncs eventually
grabbed a 71-70 lead with 22

seconds remaining off a
Montalvo layup. However,
Morris Brown wouldn’t be
denied on its home court and
pulled out the win on Adams’
shot at the buzzer, which
bounced off the rim and fell in
to sink the visitors.
The loss marked the seventh
time this season that the
Broncs lost a game by four
points or less. Two of those
losses came in overtime, and
two more were at the buzzer.
The loss meant that this
year’s team suffered a
complete reversal record-wise
in comparison to 2001-2002,
when it was 20-10. The
heartbreaking defeat put an end
to a long and frustrating season
that was filled with injuries,
missed chances, and unfulfilled
potential.

for its inaugural year, bowling
During the fall, flag football,
men’s 3-on-3 basketball and
volleyball were the featured
sports. For the men’s 3-on-3
basketball competition, UTPA
joined universities nationwide to
take part in Midnight Madness,
the annual celebration to mark
the official start of basketball
season.
The Latin Players were
crowned champions of the oneday 3-on-3 tournament despite
stiff competition.
In flag football, the Stallions
claimed this year’s title by
overwhelming the competition.
The Vipers won the co-ed
championship.
A recent survey by the student
body at the end of the fall
semester provided some
interesting suggestions for
additional sporting events.
"The sport that was in high
demand was oddly enough
bowling, thus in the spring
semester we will have co-ed
bowling," Cabrera said.
Several other sports are in the

works for the present semester.
After spring break, co-ed
softball, men’s soccer, and co-ed
flag football will be offered.
Bowling will make its debut this
year as an intramural event and
will be in a 4-on-4 co-ed format.
"I expect to see a lot of people
signing up for bowling, they
asked for it so we brought it to
them," Cabrera said.
Intramural events are usually
held between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Thursday. All
participants will receive a free
Intramural Campus T-shirt and
the winner of each event is
awarded an Intramural Campus
Champ T-shirt. Some of the
campus champions advance to
regional, state, or national
tournaments, depending on the
activity.
The events are open to all
faculty, staff, and registered
students regardless of athletic
ability. Official Intramural entry
forms may be obtained at Bronc
Village Apartments #2101 or for
additional information, call 2920839.

Intramurals offer fun
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
When school becomes too
overwhelming and the New
Year’s resolution to lose weight
never really transpires,
something has to be around that
will help mind and body. At the
University of Texas-Pan
American there is a recreational
intramural department that offers
a wide variety of sports activities
for all students, faculty, and staff
to participate in regardless of
their ability or experience.
"It’s a great place to make
new friends, if you were a high
school athlete or never have
competed in anything before, it’s
a wonderful experience,"
Intramural Recreation Sports
Assistant Art Cabrera said.
"Sometimes those games get
pretty competitive, it’s real fun to
be out there to watch it all."
Current intramural sports
include flag football, soccer,
basketball, volleyball, beach
volleyball, putt-putt, golf,
racquetball, tennis, softball and

BASEBALL

continued from page 16

Kennedy led the way for the Broncs.
Eichel went 3-5 from the plate, scored
three runs and recorded one RBI, while
Kennedy also went 3-5, scored two runs
and had 3 RBIs. Tommy Sorden (1-1) got
the win for UTPA on the mound, pitching
6.1 innings and giving up two runs on six
hits while five Islanders.
In game two, leftfielder Louie Alamia
played a solid game for the Broncs. The
freshman went 2-3 from the plate, and
scored a run. Johnny Gibson (2-1) earned

the win on the mound for UTPA, giving
up three hits and striking out three batters
in 4.2 innings of work.
When it comes to selecting who will
draw the next assignment on the mound,
Gawlik and his staff will take a close look
at the current season statistics. Possible
starters include sophomore John Lopez,
senior Travis Parker and junior Tommy
Sorden.
The Broncs will visit Texas A&M for a
three-game series from March 7-9.

The UTPA men’s golf team took fifth
place out of 13 teams at the Moe
O’Brien Memorial Invitational hosted by
McNeese State Tuesday. The Broncs finished the 54-hole event with a score of
893.
The Lady Broncs tennis team fell 7-0
to Louisiana-Monroe Sunday. The closest match of the event was at the number
two singles spot, where Nataly Ostovska
defeated Kathryn Waslen 6-4, 6-4.

Mexico faces Boliva
The MLS Dallas Burn announced
Monday that the organization will host
an international friendly competition
between Mexico and Bolivia on
Wednesday, March 19 at 8 p.m. at Texas
Stadium. Mexico last faced the Bolivians
on May 16, 2002 in San Francisco in a
World Cup tune-up match. In that match,
the “Tricolor” barely defeated the South
Americans 1-0 to improve their all-time
record against Bolivia to 5-1-1. Tickets
for the friendly will go on sale on March
5 at 10 a.m. and can be purchased
through Ticketmaster.

Kenseth scores
UAW victory
Matt Kenseth won the UAWDaimlerChrysler 400 on Sunday after
beating out Dale Earnhardt Jr. to the finish line by 9.104 seconds. Kenseth won
a Winston Cup-best five races last season. Michael Waltrip, the Daytona 500
winner, finished the race in third place,
but took over the Winston Cup points
lead.

Woods outduels Toms
for Accenture win
Tiger Woods remained in a class all
his own Sunday when he won the
Accenture Match Play Championship at
La Costa in Carlsbad, Calif. Woods put
an end to a comeback from David Toms
on the 35th hole after hitting a 7-iron
195 yards to save par from the bunker to
win 2-and-1. He never trailed after that.
Woods won the title by playing in the
fewest holes (112 in six rounds) among
any winner in the five-year history of the
world championship. The win was

Woods’ 36th on the PGA Tour and raked
in $1,050,000.

Rayos claim top
of standings

The Rayos of Necaxa defeated the
Tecos of the Autonomous University of
Guadalajara (U.A.G.), 2-1, to leapfrog to
the top of the Mexican Soccer League
Clausura 2003 standings with 16 points.
Last week’s leader, Chivas of
Guadalajara, slipped to second place
after battling to a 1-1 tie with Morelos.
The Rayados of Monterrey took up residence in third place with 15 points after
coming from behind to tie the Gallos
Blancos of Querétaro 1-1. Club América
dropped to fourth place after the Pumas
of U.N.A.M. tied the match 1-1 on a
penalty kick by Mariano Trujillo in the
34th minute of the Mexico City classic.
Monterrey-based Tigres fell to fifth place
with 14 points after letting a victory get
away when Santos Laguna tied the
“regios” on chilean spark plug Rodrigo
Ruiz’ last minute goal to tie the match 22.

Jones scores
heavyweight title
Roy Jones Jr. became only the second
light heavyweight to win the WBA
heavyweight title after outboxing John
Ruiz Saturday night in Las Vegas. Jones
won a unanimous 12-round decision:
118-110, 117-111 and 116-112. The only
other light heavyweight boxer to win the
heavyweight title was Michael Spinks
when he defeated Larry Holmes in 1985.
In other weekend fights, Jean-Marc
Mormeck of France knocked out
Ukrainian Alexander Gurov in the eighth
round to retain the WBA cruiserweight
title and Ronald Wright of St.
Petersburg, Fla. outscored Columbian
Juan Candelo to retain the IBF junior
middleweight title.

Chargers add Boston,
Broncos ink Plummer
Two Arizona Cardinal losses turned
out to be gains for two NFL teams
Wednesday as the San Diego Chargers
landed wide receiver David Boston and
the Denver Broncos snagged quarterback
Jake Plummer. Boston’s deal is worth
$47 million over seven seasons, while
Plummer signed his name on a $40 million, seven-year deal.
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Peace rally participants,
clockwise from top: Dr. Sam
Freeman; Hector Aguayo;
Richard Carmona-Casas;
Omar Rodriguez; Martha
Ramos; Alex Gaus.

Photos by
Gabriel Hernandez
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Diversity detailed
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Though the similarities of Latin America
may sometimes cause American people to
stereotype Latin people from Brazil,
Venezuela, and other South American
countries, the differences of tradition, culture
and food do set them apart.
Dr. Rafael Balderrama, University of TexasPan American sociology lecturer, addressed
the myth of cultural uniformity Feb. 25 in a
campus talk called “Culture Diversity in Latin
America.” His talk was part of a lecture series
presented by the Center for Latin American
Studies.
Balderrama lived in Venezuela for 35 years
and expressed the widely held view of how
people in Latin America presumably eat the
same foods, believe in the same religion and
have the same traditions as Mexican and
Mexican American people. He used the
experiences of his life in Venezuela to
describe the differences.
“Many people think I eat tacos and tortillas
because I am from Venezuela,” Balderrama
said. “I don’t eat tacos. Mexican food is very
spicy.”
He added that the food in Venezuela and
other Latin American countries is not spicy.
He also said people are mistaken with their
stereotypes; Latin America is more diverse
than people realize.
In his lecture, Balderrama said that several
languages are spoken in Latin America.
Though most of the countries speak Spanish,
people in Bolivia and Peru speak Quecha and
Aymara, which are their official languages.
People in Argentina speak Italian, French and

RESPONSE

German.
Balderrama said that different cultures
include different types of people. He said in
Argentina and Uruguay there are “gauchos,”
similar to a cowboy but with some
differences. A gaucho herds cattle and horses
just like a cowboy but wears different hat and
attire.
“To capture and tie cattle they use a special
rope called a “boladora” that is made up of a
metallic string gathered together,” Balderrama
said. “They also like to drink a lot of
“yerbamata” which is a type of tea.”
According to Balderrama, every country in
Latin America has developed its own history
and uniqueness.
Pablo Calafiore of Argentina attended the
lecture and agrees with the way people
assume that he eats refried beans and spicy
food such as salsa. He admits that there are
some differences, but also says that Latin
America has more similarities than differences
with Mexican-Americans and Mexicans.
“There is about an 80-percent similarity and
20-percent of a difference,” said Calafiore.
“There are a lot more common parts in Latin
America.”
Calafiore added some of the similarities are
the family values and the corruption of Latin
American governments.
Balderrama says that a lot of people do not
know much of Latin America because they
are not taught it. He added that when he
teaches an international studies course, he has
to start his course with the geography and
history of Latin America.
“If people don’t know where everything is,
they won’t know what the class is about,”
Balderrama said. “It is very diverse.”

continued from page 1

Hollywood following Edna's offensive
piece.
The League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC), and other Latino
groups are planning to boycott Vanity
Fair, and are demanding the apology as
well. In a Feb. 6 press release, LULAC
said Edna insulted 37 million Latinos in
the United States.
Maria Elena Salinas, of Noticiero
Univision, wrote an article stating that a
few laughs are not worth offending
millions of people. She also added that
Spanish is the second-most spoken
language in the world.
“t would be beneficial for everyone to
learn how to speak one of the richest, and
most beautiful languages on Earth,”
Salinas wrote. “And be able to
communicate with the more than 400
million native Spanish speakers in the
world.”
Salinas added that Edna might be
make-believe, but nothing about her
remarks in this particular column was
fictional.
“Hispanics are the fastest-growing
ethnic group in the United States, [and]
their purchasing power is estimated to be
above $600 billion," she wrote. "So
instead of insulting Latinos, Vanity Fair
should consider publishing its magazines
in Spanish, and that is no joke."
The topic of Spanish literary works not
having sufficient quality to be worth
reading was also addressed by several
petitioners. Maldonado stated that if Edna
were educated or cultured she would
know Hispanic Nobel Prize Winners like
Octavio Paz and Gabriel Garcia-Marquez,
to name a few.
Hispanic author Gary Soto, who

recently visited UTPA, commented on the
subject when he spoke, saying that Edna
is neither a literary critic nor linguist, and
is in no position to evaluate rich literature.
“It is a shameful, but expected behavior
from an uneducated Dame," Soto
commented. “It's dirty water under the
bridge.”
UTPA Professor Sylvia Dominguez, an
author of various works on Spanish
writers, was also astonished to learn that
the columnist was not aware of more than
2,000 authors including Garcia-Marquez,
and philosophers like Juan Ruso, whose
works have been translated to many
different languages.
“If you cannot recognize the giants in
this century," Garza said. "[And] that the
majority are Hispanic, you are too
ignorant.”
After angry readers e-mailed Vanity
Fair and threaten to boycott the magazine,
the editors published an apology through
The National Association of Hispanic
Journalists, written by the magazine’s,
editor Graydon Carter.
In the apology, the editor first focused
on stating the background on Edna, and
how the responses in the column should
not be taken seriously. Soon after, they
apologized, and said they would reprint a
public apology and a number of letters,
including one of Hayek herself, in the
upcoming April issue.
“We have apologized publicly for the
offense we caused unintentionally indeed, counter to our intentions,” Carter
wrote. “I'm asking those who feel
offended by this piece to forgive us for
our insensitivity. It was never, ever our
goal to disparage or insult any ethnic
group.”

FAITH
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in.”
Rev. David Moreno is the director of the campus
ministry. He is a UTPA graduate and has a master’s
in divinity from SMU. He provides personal
counseling and guides the group, but feels that it is
important for the students to lead the discussions
and take as much control of the organization as
possible.
“Students take priority,” Moreno said. “They
have the lead voice. I want to empower them to
provide their own ministry.”
Moreno teaches UMSM that community service
is important. The members participate in the
Trinity Outreach Program in which they offer
service to the community. They work with
organizations such as the Rio Grande Food Bank,
Habitat for Humanity, and United Blood Services.
They are currently organizing a blood drive for
this semester.
“It is important for the students to understand
that they have a responsibility to the community
and to other human beings,” Moreno said. “That is
something the United Methodist Church
emphasizes.”
According to Moreno, the United Methodist
Church also strongly believes in the Grace of God
which can be divided into three categories.
-Previning grace, which teaches that all human
beings are born with an understanding of God
-Justifying grace, which teaches that Jesus
Christ’s action of dying on the cross justifies
everyone.
-Sanctifying grace, which maintains people
through out their entire lives and helps them
return to God if they ever go astray.
For UMSM treasurer Jay Jay Wicke, a junior
biology major, the organization has served to bring
him closer to God. Wicke has been a Methodist for
10 years and decided to join UMSM when he
realized that the friends he was hanging out with
were leading him the wrong path.
“The ministry brought me back to God,” Wicke
said. “Coming here is what I needed. They helped
me in my spiritual growth and I have also gained
knowledge about the Bible. I am planning on going
to be a seminarian so that I can I become a pastor
or some kind of leader in a church. I realized that
God was calling me to be his servant.”
Wicke is also a paid peer minister at South Texas
Community College, where he is starting a
continuation of the UTPA UMSM.

REGENTS

“It is coming along pretty well,” Wicke said. “It
is taking time, but it is growing. Its harder at
STCC because it is a complete commuter school.
Soon though we will have it going in full force.”
UMSM allows students from all denominations
to join. April Cavazos, sophomore pre-med
biology major, has been a part of the group for
over a year, but is not Methodist. She attends
Trinity Worship Center, which is nondenominational.
“I have never had any problems because I am
not Methodist,” Cavazos said. “I feel very
welcomed. This is such an inviting and friendly
place. I have learned things that I can apply to my
life. It helps you see things in a different way. I
have really grown spiritually and affirmed who I
am.”
Erika Muñoz, junior dietetics major, has also had
a positive experience being a part of UMSM. She
is a lifelong Methodist and a member since Fall of
1999.
“We are a close group of friends and all love
each other,” Muñoz said. “I feel like the friends
I’ve made here I will keep the rest of my life.
Being a part of the ministry has also strengthened
my faith and made me a better person. I feel very
blessed to be part of such a wonderful and loving
group.”
The United Methodist Church McAllen district
of the Southwest Texas Conference and the United
Methodist Church Southern Rio Grande
Conference provide a center for the members of
UMSM.
“The center and the organization offer students
free food, spiritual nourishment and physical
nourishment,” Liguez said. “Students feel at home
and welcomed.”
Vasquez feel that the center not only provides a
place to hold activities but also gives members a
sense of belonging and a friendly environment.
“The center provides a place for fellowship, and
relaxation,” Vasquez said. “Everyone is welcomed.
We don’t shut the doors on anyone.”
Vasquez, who had never attended a church
before joining UMSM attributes his faith in God to
the organization.
“I’m closer to God than I’ve ever been before,”
he said. “I am a totally different person, a better
person. You can ask my friends. It felt right for me
to join this group. It was destiny.”
For more information about UMSM contact the
organization at 381-4463 or to find out about the
national organization log on to www.umsm.org.

continued from page 1

someone in the past from there,” Hinojosa said.
“The UT System has many schools and colleges
in the Valley. But we don’t deny a nomination
based on regions, but we do deny when they lack
qualifications.”
The governor has appointed James Huffines of
Austin and Scott Caven of Houston. Since both
candidates come from large urban areas, Pena
said they will not understand the needs of the
people in South Texas.
Pena added that a Hispanic would represent
the people from the Valley because he/she will
appreciate their needs. However, he feels anyone
from the area will understand the demands
regardless of their ethnicity.
“I have called upon him to appoint people
from the Valley,” Pena said. “I am not telling him
who to choose, I just want someone who
certainly understands the needs of the Valley.”
Because most board members come from
urban areas, Pena feels their must be some type
of diversity on the board. If someone from the
Valley in appointed, Pena said they will be able
to bring diversity to the UT System.
According to Pena, current board members are
committed to service, but feels there are other
people with the same experiences and
qualifications.
“All I am asking for is that the governor have
his deeds matched and have someone reflect the
population of Texas,” Pena said. “Deep South

Texas historically has been ignored. He can make
a difference and appoint someone who will fight
for the Valley.”
Caven who is the former chair of the
McCombs School of Business Advisory Council
and a member of the UT Chancellors Council
Executive Committee, said he has had a lot of
experience in higher education in the past 12
years. Caven has been approved by the Senate
Nominations Committee but has not yet been
confirmed as a member of the Board of Regents.
“I plan to spend the first years visiting as many
campuses and learn much as possible,” Caven
said. “I don’t consider myself as a representative
of Houston, I plan to represent the whole state
and further education.”
To make sure someone from the Valley will be
appointed as a board member, Pena said he is
putting political pressure on Perry. He said
Democrats will continue to work with
Republicans to see that they communicate with
the governor on the issue.
However, Bengal said she was not aware of
any political pressure from any government
officials and hopes that all areas will be
represented on the Board of Regents.
“I am sure every city or county wants someone
to represent their area,” Bengal said. “We are
looking for people to represent the whole state.”
Hinojosa said nobody from the committee
opposed the nomination of Caven or Huffines.
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Fathers, sons and Tommyguns
Resident reviewer offers Spring Break alternatives for those stuck indoors
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Few people can honestly say that
a film permanently changed their
life, but after discovering the
sweeping beauty of “The
Godfather” at age 14, my own life
began to follow a very different
path.
My childhood dreams of
becoming a plastic surgeon
vanished seemingly overnight. No,
I did not decide to pursue a career
in organized crime, but rather one
in the film industry, which some
might very well consider a form of
organized crime in itself.
I’ve never been quite certain
what it was about the mobster genre
that drew me in so deeply, though
I’d imagine that few of us can argue

with the unique spell cast by
money, power and Italian food.
Francis Ford Coppola’s
enthralling saga of the Corleone
Family is an undisputed classic, but
his trilogy is hardly the first or last
stab Hollywood has taken at
creating a gangster picture.
James Cagney brought an
Oedipal twist to the formula in
“White Heat” over half a century
before Tony Soprano ever sat in Dr.
Melfi’s office to gripe about his
mother.
Fans of the genre should check
out “The Public Enemy,” “Mean
Streets,” “Goodfellas,” and one of
my personal favorites - the Coen
Brothers’ darkly humorous
“Miller’s Crossing.”
Last week one of the summer’s
more notable successes, “Road to
Perdition,” hit
video and DVD
shelves, and if you
missed it in
theaters, this might
be a nice way to
spend a couple of
hours over the
Spring Break
vacation.
Based on a
comic book,
“Perdition” weaves
the dark, yet

touching tale of Irish hitman
Michael Sullivan, played by Tom
Hanks with the usual brilliance
we’ve come to expect from the
actor. Although he didn’t receive as
much praise for this film as he has
in recent roles, I think his
understated performance speaks
volumes, breathing sincere warmth
into a character who might seem
utterly cold-hearted to the casual
observer.
The story takes place during the
heyday of Chicago crime boss Al
Capone, and while Capone may
own Chicago, John Rooney (Paul
Newman) is the boss of his own
small town. Rooney, we soon learn,
has his own son but has also been a
father figure for years to Hanks’
character, taking him in when he
had no one else to turn to.
It was this show of kindness that
eventually ensnared Sullivan,
quietly coercing him into a lifetime
of sin. Sullivan’s life is turned
upside down when his eldest son
witnesses the murder of a local
businessman at the hands of
Rooney’s real son.
This chilling, pivotal event
quickly leads to the murder of
Sullivan’s wife and younger son,
forcing he and his remaining child
to leave home with tear-soaked eyes
and vengeful hearts.

What follows can be seen as a
father-and-son bonding exercise, a
bank robbery yarn, a vigilante’s
quest, or a coming-of-age story.
Director Sam Mendes (“American
Beauty”) intelligently weaves all
these elements together, thanks not
only to the beautiful score by
Thomas Newman, but also, most
notably, by the unbelievably
gorgeous, often haunting
cinematography by the late Conrad
L. Hall. Look for this recently
deceased master of the medium to
receive a posthumous award on
Oscar night.
Rounding out the pitch-perfect
ensemble cast are Jennifer Jason
Leigh as Sullivan’s dedicated wife,
Jude Law as a remarkably sinister
killer-for-hire, and finally, but most
especially, Tyler Hoechlin, who
plays Sullivan’s surviving son,
Michael junior, with restrained
integrity and sincerity.
As a boy thrust into manhood by
circumstances beyond his control,
the young Sullivan struggles to
understand the path his father has
chosen, without having to succumb
to it.
In the film, Perdition is the name
of the town they’re heading toward,
but the word itself means “eternal
damnation,” and the movie, at its
core, is a spiritual tale. As the film

progresses, one can almost read the
fear of damnation on the elder
Sullivan’s face, but it is washed
away by the greater desire for
knowing that his son will manage
to avoid a similar fate.
While this may seem a bit much
for your Spring Break viewing
pleasure, you should genuinely try
to catch this when you can. If
nothing else, it would make a
wonderful Father’s Day gift,
whether your dad’s in the mafia or
not.

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
More than 500 people are
expected to attend Friday’s
highly anticipated
International Cultural Night
in the Fine Arts Auditorium
at 7 p.m.
This marks the second
time the International
Student Association (ISA)
has held the event, which
presents cultures from all
over the world.
“Our first one was a huge
success. That is the main
reason our organization is
holding this second one,”
said ISA Vice President
Sergio Marcelo Roitber. “It
will be in a big musical,
international environment.”
“We have international
students presenting from
places like Tanzania, Turkey,
Argentina, Mexico,
Germany, Norway, India,
China and many more,”
Roitber said.
Audience members can
expect dances, music, and
recitals from students
belonging to the association,
which is composed of about

30 students from across the
globe.
Although the majority of
group members are
international students,
Americans are also
encouraged to join the club,
according to Roitber.
“Not many Americans
come because they think it’s
only for foreign people, but
we would like to see more
Americans because this is a
global club,” Roitber said.
The international group
participates in several events
around campus year-round,
including the intramural
sports program. It holds
international days every
other Friday at which a
group of students from a
certain country plays host.
“We also have several
informal, unofficial group
activities like birthday
parties, get-togethers and
sometimes we go out and
meet at [a restaurant],”
Roitber.
Spreading cultural
experiences around campus
is the group’s ideal goal,
according to Activities
Coordinator Kighoma

Mwizarubi.
“It’s a good moment for
people to know what’s going
on in different countries
around the world,”
Mwizarubi said. “You need
to know about these different
countries.”
It is through events like
the International Cultural
Night that these students
hope to evoke cultural
awareness in others.
“There are good people
and bad people in all
cultures, but it’s always
important to know and be
aware of these different
cultures,” Roitber said. “I
encourage people to go. In
fact, there will be a little
surprise there that is not
mentioned in the fliers.”
Tickets for the event can
be purchased at the door for
$5 or for $4 on Thursday by
calling 381-3396 and picking
them up in the Business
building, room 232.
Students wanting to learn
more about the International
Student Association can visit
the group’s website at
www.angelfire.com/tx6/isapa
nam/

EVENT
SCHEDULE
U.S.A.
Thailand
Cuba
Italy
Dominican Republic
Arabia
Mexico

Intermission

France
Haiti/Bangladesh
Spain
Argentina
Fashion Show
Brazil

ACTUE

continued from page 7

promote culture.”
They also do performances on the road, sometimes
across the border.
“We like to take our plays to other places like
Brownsville, Reynosa and San Antonio. We present
them to the universities there and the public,” Kohler
said.
ACTUE is even considering holding recitals for the
International Cultural Night at the Fine Arts
Auditorium March 7 at 7 p.m. Presentations like these
help members grow comfortable in front of audiences.
“When I did my first presentation, I was so nervous.
I’ve always been shy,” said Martinez. “Eventually, I
learned to be more comfortable with the stage. Now,
I’m even performing some of my own original work.”
Even though the organization stresses the use of the
Spanish language, members are not required to know
it.
“There are a lot of people in ACTUE that don’t
know Spanish and they’ve learned to recite poetry in
Spanish very well. It’s not required,” Gonzalez said.
The only requirement to join the club is to be a
UTPA student, according to Kohler. Those interested
in joining ACTUE are welcome to attend meetings
which are held every Thursday in COAS 349 at noon.
“Students can participate by being in plays and
learning to speak Spanish,” Kohler said.

“

There are a lot of people in
ACTUE that don’t know
Spanish and they’ve
learned to recite poetry in
Spanish very well.
- Lisbeth Gonzalez, ACTUE secretary

“

Cultural event
returns to UTPA
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Around
Town
‘Rocky Horror Picture
Show’ and ‘Hairspray’
March 7-8
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents the cult classic
films “Rocky Horror Picture
Show” and “Hairspray” as
part of the theater’s “Camp
Night.”
Phone: (956) 971-9825
Starr County Youth Fair
March 7 through 9
Place: Starr County
Fairgrounds, U.S. Highway
83, Rio Grande City.
Event: The fair will feature
livestock, arts & crafts,
baked goods, and youth
competitions. Chick, rabbit,
pig and calf scrambles will
be held March 7 and
March 8. The fair will also
feature a parade on March
8 at 10 a.m. Crossfire will
perform March 8 and
Jaime y Los Chamacos
will play on March 9, both
from 8 to 12 p.m.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Guest speaker
March 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 S. Kansas in
Weslaco
Event: Weslaco native,
artist and Director of the
Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum Laura Lincoln will
speak about the Benitez
Theater family and people
who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage.
Phone: (956) 968-9142
‘Die Another Day’
March 21 at 3 and 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: Another installment
of the James Bond series
starring Pierce Brosnan.

■ Theater workshop 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10
■ DVD review . . . . . . 11

UTPA reacts to ‘Frida’
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

poliomyelitis at the age of seven
which made it difficult for her to
walk. At the age of 15, she was in a
bus accident that inflicted 11
wounds to different parts of her
body.
Regardless of the reaction to the
film, few could doubt the
importance of Kahlo as an icon in
Latin American culture.
Paraphernalia with her likeness has
flooded art stores and souvenir shops
at museums and galleries. Her work
can be seen in T-shirts, cups, posters
and even seat cushions. Moreover,
hundreds of books, articles, and
essays have been written about her
in several languages.
“[She’s important] in art for her
mentality,” said UTPA senior Arlett
Lomeli. “She brings a whole new
view to something that’s so ordinary
... she portrays the emotions of
somebody that was very hurt in the
most dramatic way.”
Even though Kahlo was largely
ignored for a 25-year period after
her death in 1954, her paintings and
legacy surfaced with a strong force
in the 1980s. Dr. Nancy Moyer,
chair of the UTPA art department,
believes this was due to the fact she
had no biographer.
“[She] got a biographer way too
late,” she said. “Just like a lot of
other artists. Rembrandt wasn’t
known for 200 years.”
Phillips also attributes the shadow
of Rivera’s popularity to Kahlo’s
period of oblivion.
“She was eclipsed by her husband
and other Mexican muralists,” he
said. “They received plenty of
support from the Mexican
government so it was difficult for
any painter who was not a muralist
to be recognized in Mexico at that
time.”

Distinctive flair sets movie
apart from other summer

A crowd of students and
professors had different reactions to
the movie “Frida,” starring Salma
Hayek.
The movie, based on the life of
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, was
shown Friday at the University of
Texas-Pan American’s Student
Union Theater.
The film’s screening was part of a
movie series that the University
Program Board hosts every Friday at
3 and 7 p.m.
Although much speculation and
controversy surrounded the film
from the pre-production phase to the
time it debuted, it was received with
great enthusiasm by most critics.
There were varied reactions in the
UTPA audience.
“I don’t think it’s the definitive
movie of Frida Kahlo,” said Dr.
Richard E. Phillips, art historian for
the UTPA art department, “I think it
made Frida and Diego [Rivera] too
gut-level and popular when they
were more intellectual than what the
movie made them out to be.”
Elizabeth Reyes, a UTPA
freshman, thinks the movie was a
great accomplishment aimed
especially for people who, like her,
had no previous knowledge about
Kahlo other than that she was a
painter.
“I only knew she was a famous
painter who was married to Diego
Rivera,” Reyes said. “I learned why
she is so famous and important in
our culture.”
Born on July 6, 1907, Kahlo
always lied about being born in 1910
as an act of solidarity to the
beginning of the Mexican
Revolution. She contracted

Special to The Pan American
Salma Hayek portrays Mexican artist Frida Kahlo in the film ‘Frida,’ shown
recently on campus in the Student Union Theater.

With the newborn craze for Frida
and all that she stood for, many
people have linked her to the
American feminist movement of the
late ’60s and early ’70s. The official
movie Website describes her as a
“political, artistic and sexual
revolutionary.”
Moyer disagrees. She believes
Kahlo, like all women in the ’30s
and ’40s, enjoyed a vast sense of
freedom that “closed up in the
fifties.”
“[Feminists] could have looked
back for artists that represented what
they stood for and come across
Kahlo fairly easy,” she said. “She
got plenty of recognition in her time,
even when she wasn’t really looking
for it. She wasn’t showing her art
that much.”
Both Moyer and Phillips agree
that what makes Kahlo unique and

different from other surrealists is the
fact that her artwork represents her
personal emotions and not fantasy
states or intellectual concepts. It was
perhaps her custom of painting her
own reality that made her unaware
of the type of paintings she was
producing.
“I never knew I was a surrealist
until Andre Breton came to Mexico
and told me I was,” Kahlo once said.
Hayek, who portrayed Kahlo in
the film, said in a press conference
one of the reasons Kahlo is
considered a feminist might be that
she “was always ahead of her time.”
Feminist or not, Kahlo has been
tightly related to the movement,
mainly because of her suffering in
life and the courage with which she
faced it.
“She had a broken body but an
indestructible mind,” Hayek said.

Group gaining membership
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The Asociacion Cultural
de Teatro Universitario en
Espanol (ACTUE) was
nearly nonexistent last
semester. But things are
looking up for the Spanish
drama group this year.
“Last semester we started
with a very large group and
it turned into a very small
group,” said Lisbeth
Gonzalez, a five-year
member and ACTUE
secretary. “This semester we
started with a very small
group and we’re getting

bigger.”
Today, there are over 20
members involved in
ACTUE and its membership
continues to grow.
“Right now, we’re giving
out pamphlets and we’re
trying to get more people
from our own classes to
join,” said ACTUE President
Melissa Martinez.
The organization’s
purpose is to promote
drama, poetry, recitals,
readings, and theater in
Spanish. In eight years it has
helped bring many shows to
campus, including works by
famous Mexican playwright

Gabriel Garcia-Lorca.
“He’s our favorite and we
often like to use his work,”
Gonzalez said.
Members of the club use
the organization to inspire
other students and members
of the community to
embrace Spanish culture.
“We like to travel and
help other people. It’s a
benefit for people who don’t
know Spanish and it helps
us communicate with other
people from other cultures,”
said Dr. Ninfa Kohler,
ACTUE adviser.
Every year ACTUE raises
money to take cultural trips

to places like Mexico. On
Feb. 27 the group set up a
bake sale to raise money for
an eventual trip to Mexico.
On these trips the group
visits places like museums,
universities, and historical
buildings, among other
tourist spots.
“We do trips to Mexico
and have some trips here in
the states, but mostly we do
travel to Mexico,” Kohler
said. “For every trip that we
make, we usually make a
point to visit historical
places as well as places that

See ACTUE page 10

“

It’s a benefit for
people who
don’t know
Spanish and it
helps us
communicate
with other
people from
other cultures.
- Dr. Ninfa Kohler,
ACTUE adviser
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BORDERFEST
EVENTS
Oscar Mayer
Weinermobile - March
8 from noon to 9 p.m.
■

Viva España
Experience - March 6-9

■

Grande Parade March 8, Harley Bike
Parade starts at 9:45
a.m., Grand Parade
starts at 10 a.m.

■

Jason Chapa
Sophomore
Communications
Special to The Pan American
From left to right, Theresa Casanova, Kenny Montgomery, Dr. Stella Behar and Valentin Guerra, who took
part in the Saint-Benoit Theatre Workshop last year, try to find their way around the city.

Special to The Pan American

By PIERRE CANTU
The Pan American

The University of Texas PanAmerican offers the possibility to
come and experience a
multicultural adventure by being
part of the Saint-Benoit Theatre
Workshop.
The workshop takes place in
the small village of Saint-Benoitdu-Sault in Berry, France.

Participants gather under the
same roof for three weeks and as
apprentice comedians and
writers, then to write and
perform a play. The play "A quoi
ca rime!" was staged and
performed at the end of the
summer festival of Saint-Benoit
on July 26 and 28, 2002.
Last year's students were
Kenny Montgomery, Theresa
Casanova, who are graduate

students, and Valentin Guerra, a
theatre major. Casanova
mentioned all of the participants
received a partial scholarship
from the French government and
the Berry Region which covered
lodging and meal expenses, plus
fare from Paris to Saint to
Benoit. Students had to pay only
$250.
Saint-Benoit-du-Sault is a
medieval village considered
among the most beautiful in
France. The surrounding area
looks like the Texas Hill Country
and the village lies on the top of
a hill and on the slopes of a small
brook, the Portefeuille.
The town, including stone
houses, narrow streets, hanging
flowers on each windows or
outside the walls, old finely
carved wooden doors, and an
imposing medieval city gate built
around the houses called Le
Portail, that was built in the year
1000 around a still-standing
Priory and its fortifications.
In the distance, the castle
Montgarnaud stands out with its
Romanesque architecture on the
other side of the river.
THE WORK
The workshop schedule is
intensive and consists of warmup exercises and improvisation
practices in the morning; crafting
of masks after lunch; diction and
text practice in the afternoon;
stage and play practices in the
evening.
The training and practices take
place in different locations,
including the city hall of
exhibitions, "Salle Brassen," an
elementary school gymnasium,
junior high classrooms and
dining hall, parks, and city

“

I find very
interesting that
the entire town
was involved:
the mayor,
families,
businesses and
shopkeepers.
- Kenny Montgomery,
workshop participant

“

(Below) - Graduate student
Theresa Casanova paints a
mask for the Saint-Benoit
Theatre Workshop.
Casanova was one of three
students who received
partial scholarships from
the French government to
pay for the trip and other
expenses.

squares. The residents of the
village are invited to join, and
the invitation has been popular
among children, teenagers, and
adults.
"This was the first time I was
involved in acting and
nevertheless enjoyed it to the
fullest," Casanova said. "The
ambiance that was created during
the training; the cooperation that
everyone expressed; their
willingness to participate and
engage themselves in the
improvisations, recitation of
poems and texts, or in the
different practices was very
moving."
Aside from the workshop,
representing one of the finest
theaters in France, traveling
students can experience the
uniqueness of French people.
The Saint-Benoit Theatre
Workshop is organized by the
Center for Artistic Creation,
founded by Jean-Marc Luneau, a
young Parisian director. The

Center for Artistic Creation was
formed four years ago with the
intention of promoting and
encouraging new theatre
productions and reuniting young
writers, stage directors,
comedians, and apprentice
comedians.
The workshop is part of the
“Grand Theatre,” a combination
of professional comedians and
students. This program is aided
by Dr. Stella Behar, a native of
Paris who has been a French
professor at UTPA for 10 years.
Behar works hard to administer
the Saint-Benoit Workshop and
enable UTPA students to
experience and merge with the
French culture. The goal is to
create a constant flow of
exchanges between the Center’s
participants and the citizens of
Saint-Benoit.
“I find very interesting that the
entire town was involved: the
mayor, families, businesses and
shopkeepers,” Montgomery said.
“The workshop became for me
not only a learning experience in
the theatre but in what can be a
successful immersion of a group
of outsiders in a small town, its
fusion and integration into the
population.”
For each of the Rio Grande
Valley ambassadors, the training
has been a personal, life-learning
experience. The live-in status of
the Center's participants formed a
brotherhood lesson.
"The environment that has
been created between the
comedians and the level of
friendship developed," Guerra
said. "I find that we are not only
working and living together, we
are closer than friends, and we
are becoming brothers and
sisters."

CD: “Audioslave” by Audioslave
Movie: “Lilo & Stitch”
Book: “Our Dumb Century” by The Onion staff

Wine and
International Beer
Testing - March 6-7
from 6 to 11 p.m., March
8 from noon to midnight,
March 9 from noon to 11
p.m.
■

Carnival - March 6-7
from 6 to 10 p.m., March
8-9 from noon to 10
p.m.
■

Nightly Parades March 6-9 at 7 p.m.
■

Jesus Beltran
Senior
Journalism
CD: Tidewater Grain
Movie: “The Fifth Element”
Book: “Anne of Green Gables” by L. M. Montgomery

Harley Bike Show March 8 from noon to 6
p.m.
■

Car and Truck Show
- March 9 from noon to
6 p.m.

■

■ Arts and Crafts March 6-7 from 6 to 10
p.m., March 8-9 from
noon to 10 p.m.

Vanessa Dominguez
Junior
Nursing
CD: “Un Dia Normal” by Juanes
Movie: “The Wedding Planner”
Website: quickinspirations.com
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By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
More than 500 people are
expected to attend Friday’s
highly anticipated
International Cultural Night
in the Fine Arts Auditorium
at 7 p.m.
This marks the second
time the International
Student Association (ISA)
has held the event, which
presents cultures from all
over the world.
“Our first one was a huge
success. That is the main
reason our organization is
holding this second one,”
said ISA Vice President
Sergio Marcelo Roitber. “It
will be in a big musical,
international environment.”
“We have international
students presenting from
places like Tanzania, Turkey,
Argentina, Mexico,
Germany, Norway, India,
China and many more,”
Roitber said.
Audience members can
expect dances, music, and
recitals from students
belonging to the association,
which is composed of about

30 students from across the
globe.
Although the majority of
group members are
international students,
Americans are also
encouraged to join the club,
according to Roitber.
“Not many Americans
come because they think it’s
only for foreign people, but
we would like to see more
Americans because this is a
global club,” Roitber said.
The international group
participates in several events
around campus year-round,
including the intramural
sports program. It holds
international days every
other Friday at which a
group of students from a
certain country plays host.
“We also have several
informal, unofficial group
activities like birthday
parties, get-togethers and
sometimes we go out and
meet at [a restaurant],”
Roitber.
Spreading cultural
experiences around campus
is the group’s ideal goal,
according to Activities
Coordinator Kighoma

Mwizarubi.
“It’s a good moment for
people to know what’s going
on in different countries
around the world,”
Mwizarubi said. “You need
to know about these different
countries.”
It is through events like
the International Cultural
Night that these students
hope to evoke cultural
awareness in others.
“There are good people
and bad people in all
cultures, but it’s always
important to know and be
aware of these different
cultures,” Roitber said. “I
encourage people to go. In
fact, there will be a little
surprise there that is not
mentioned in the fliers.”
Tickets for the event can
be purchased at the door for
$5 or for $4 on Thursday by
calling 381-3396 and picking
them up in the Business
building, room 232.
Students wanting to learn
more about the International
Student Association can visit
the group’s website at
www.angelfire.com/tx6/isapa
nam/

EVENT
SCHEDULE
U.S.A.
Thailand
Cuba
Italy
Dominican Republic
Arabia
Mexico

Intermission

France
Haiti/Bangladesh
Spain
Argentina
Fashion Show
Brazil

ACTUE

continued from page 7

promote culture.”
They also do performances on the road, sometimes
across the border.
“We like to take our plays to other places like
Brownsville, Reynosa and San Antonio. We present
them to the universities there and the public,” Kohler
said.
ACTUE is even considering holding recitals for the
International Cultural Night at the Fine Arts
Auditorium March 7 at 7 p.m. Presentations like these
help members grow comfortable in front of audiences.
“When I did my first presentation, I was so nervous.
I’ve always been shy,” said Martinez. “Eventually, I
learned to be more comfortable with the stage. Now,
I’m even performing some of my own original work.”
Even though the organization stresses the use of the
Spanish language, members are not required to know
it.
“There are a lot of people in ACTUE that don’t
know Spanish and they’ve learned to recite poetry in
Spanish very well. It’s not required,” Gonzalez said.
The only requirement to join the club is to be a
UTPA student, according to Kohler. Those interested
in joining ACTUE are welcome to attend meetings
which are held every Thursday in COAS 349 at noon.
“Students can participate by being in plays and
learning to speak Spanish,” Kohler said.

“

There are a lot of people in
ACTUE that don’t know
Spanish and they’ve
learned to recite poetry in
Spanish very well.
- Lisbeth Gonzalez, ACTUE secretary

“

Cultural event
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Around
Town
‘Rocky Horror Picture
Show’ and ‘Hairspray’
March 7-8
Place: El Rey Theater, 311
S. 17th St., McAllen
Event: The El Rey Theater
presents the cult classic
films “Rocky Horror Picture
Show” and “Hairspray” as
part of the theater’s “Camp
Night.”
Phone: (956) 971-9825
Starr County Youth Fair
March 7 through 9
Place: Starr County
Fairgrounds, U.S. Highway
83, Rio Grande City.
Event: The fair will feature
livestock, arts & crafts,
baked goods, and youth
competitions. Chick, rabbit,
pig and calf scrambles will
be held March 7 and
March 8. The fair will also
feature a parade on March
8 at 10 a.m. Crossfire will
perform March 8 and
Jaime y Los Chamacos
will play on March 9, both
from 8 to 12 p.m.
Phone: (956) 383-4974
Guest speaker
March 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 S. Kansas in
Weslaco
Event: Weslaco native,
artist and Director of the
Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum Laura Lincoln will
speak about the Benitez
Theater family and people
who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage.
Phone: (956) 968-9142
‘Die Another Day’
March 21 at 3 and 7 p.m.
Place: Student Union
Theater
Event: Another installment
of the James Bond series
starring Pierce Brosnan.

■ Theater workshop 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10
■ DVD review . . . . . . 11

UTPA reacts to ‘Frida’
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

poliomyelitis at the age of seven
which made it difficult for her to
walk. At the age of 15, she was in a
bus accident that inflicted 11
wounds to different parts of her
body.
Regardless of the reaction to the
film, few could doubt the
importance of Kahlo as an icon in
Latin American culture.
Paraphernalia with her likeness has
flooded art stores and souvenir shops
at museums and galleries. Her work
can be seen in T-shirts, cups, posters
and even seat cushions. Moreover,
hundreds of books, articles, and
essays have been written about her
in several languages.
“[She’s important] in art for her
mentality,” said UTPA senior Arlett
Lomeli. “She brings a whole new
view to something that’s so ordinary
... she portrays the emotions of
somebody that was very hurt in the
most dramatic way.”
Even though Kahlo was largely
ignored for a 25-year period after
her death in 1954, her paintings and
legacy surfaced with a strong force
in the 1980s. Dr. Nancy Moyer,
chair of the UTPA art department,
believes this was due to the fact she
had no biographer.
“[She] got a biographer way too
late,” she said. “Just like a lot of
other artists. Rembrandt wasn’t
known for 200 years.”
Phillips also attributes the shadow
of Rivera’s popularity to Kahlo’s
period of oblivion.
“She was eclipsed by her husband
and other Mexican muralists,” he
said. “They received plenty of
support from the Mexican
government so it was difficult for
any painter who was not a muralist
to be recognized in Mexico at that
time.”

Distinctive flair sets movie
apart from other summer

A crowd of students and
professors had different reactions to
the movie “Frida,” starring Salma
Hayek.
The movie, based on the life of
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, was
shown Friday at the University of
Texas-Pan American’s Student
Union Theater.
The film’s screening was part of a
movie series that the University
Program Board hosts every Friday at
3 and 7 p.m.
Although much speculation and
controversy surrounded the film
from the pre-production phase to the
time it debuted, it was received with
great enthusiasm by most critics.
There were varied reactions in the
UTPA audience.
“I don’t think it’s the definitive
movie of Frida Kahlo,” said Dr.
Richard E. Phillips, art historian for
the UTPA art department, “I think it
made Frida and Diego [Rivera] too
gut-level and popular when they
were more intellectual than what the
movie made them out to be.”
Elizabeth Reyes, a UTPA
freshman, thinks the movie was a
great accomplishment aimed
especially for people who, like her,
had no previous knowledge about
Kahlo other than that she was a
painter.
“I only knew she was a famous
painter who was married to Diego
Rivera,” Reyes said. “I learned why
she is so famous and important in
our culture.”
Born on July 6, 1907, Kahlo
always lied about being born in 1910
as an act of solidarity to the
beginning of the Mexican
Revolution. She contracted

Special to The Pan American
Salma Hayek portrays Mexican artist Frida Kahlo in the film ‘Frida,’ shown
recently on campus in the Student Union Theater.

With the newborn craze for Frida
and all that she stood for, many
people have linked her to the
American feminist movement of the
late ’60s and early ’70s. The official
movie Website describes her as a
“political, artistic and sexual
revolutionary.”
Moyer disagrees. She believes
Kahlo, like all women in the ’30s
and ’40s, enjoyed a vast sense of
freedom that “closed up in the
fifties.”
“[Feminists] could have looked
back for artists that represented what
they stood for and come across
Kahlo fairly easy,” she said. “She
got plenty of recognition in her time,
even when she wasn’t really looking
for it. She wasn’t showing her art
that much.”
Both Moyer and Phillips agree
that what makes Kahlo unique and

different from other surrealists is the
fact that her artwork represents her
personal emotions and not fantasy
states or intellectual concepts. It was
perhaps her custom of painting her
own reality that made her unaware
of the type of paintings she was
producing.
“I never knew I was a surrealist
until Andre Breton came to Mexico
and told me I was,” Kahlo once said.
Hayek, who portrayed Kahlo in
the film, said in a press conference
one of the reasons Kahlo is
considered a feminist might be that
she “was always ahead of her time.”
Feminist or not, Kahlo has been
tightly related to the movement,
mainly because of her suffering in
life and the courage with which she
faced it.
“She had a broken body but an
indestructible mind,” Hayek said.

Group gaining membership
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
The Asociacion Cultural
de Teatro Universitario en
Espanol (ACTUE) was
nearly nonexistent last
semester. But things are
looking up for the Spanish
drama group this year.
“Last semester we started
with a very large group and
it turned into a very small
group,” said Lisbeth
Gonzalez, a five-year
member and ACTUE
secretary. “This semester we
started with a very small
group and we’re getting

bigger.”
Today, there are over 20
members involved in
ACTUE and its membership
continues to grow.
“Right now, we’re giving
out pamphlets and we’re
trying to get more people
from our own classes to
join,” said ACTUE President
Melissa Martinez.
The organization’s
purpose is to promote
drama, poetry, recitals,
readings, and theater in
Spanish. In eight years it has
helped bring many shows to
campus, including works by
famous Mexican playwright

Gabriel Garcia-Lorca.
“He’s our favorite and we
often like to use his work,”
Gonzalez said.
Members of the club use
the organization to inspire
other students and members
of the community to
embrace Spanish culture.
“We like to travel and
help other people. It’s a
benefit for people who don’t
know Spanish and it helps
us communicate with other
people from other cultures,”
said Dr. Ninfa Kohler,
ACTUE adviser.
Every year ACTUE raises
money to take cultural trips

to places like Mexico. On
Feb. 27 the group set up a
bake sale to raise money for
an eventual trip to Mexico.
On these trips the group
visits places like museums,
universities, and historical
buildings, among other
tourist spots.
“We do trips to Mexico
and have some trips here in
the states, but mostly we do
travel to Mexico,” Kohler
said. “For every trip that we
make, we usually make a
point to visit historical
places as well as places that

See ACTUE page 10

“

It’s a benefit for
people who
don’t know
Spanish and it
helps us
communicate
with other
people from
other cultures.
- Dr. Ninfa Kohler,
ACTUE adviser
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Diversity detailed
By HILDA BARRIENTES
The Pan American
Though the similarities of Latin America
may sometimes cause American people to
stereotype Latin people from Brazil,
Venezuela, and other South American
countries, the differences of tradition, culture
and food do set them apart.
Dr. Rafael Balderrama, University of TexasPan American sociology lecturer, addressed
the myth of cultural uniformity Feb. 25 in a
campus talk called “Culture Diversity in Latin
America.” His talk was part of a lecture series
presented by the Center for Latin American
Studies.
Balderrama lived in Venezuela for 35 years
and expressed the widely held view of how
people in Latin America presumably eat the
same foods, believe in the same religion and
have the same traditions as Mexican and
Mexican American people. He used the
experiences of his life in Venezuela to
describe the differences.
“Many people think I eat tacos and tortillas
because I am from Venezuela,” Balderrama
said. “I don’t eat tacos. Mexican food is very
spicy.”
He added that the food in Venezuela and
other Latin American countries is not spicy.
He also said people are mistaken with their
stereotypes; Latin America is more diverse
than people realize.
In his lecture, Balderrama said that several
languages are spoken in Latin America.
Though most of the countries speak Spanish,
people in Bolivia and Peru speak Quecha and
Aymara, which are their official languages.
People in Argentina speak Italian, French and

RESPONSE

German.
Balderrama said that different cultures
include different types of people. He said in
Argentina and Uruguay there are “gauchos,”
similar to a cowboy but with some
differences. A gaucho herds cattle and horses
just like a cowboy but wears different hat and
attire.
“To capture and tie cattle they use a special
rope called a “boladora” that is made up of a
metallic string gathered together,” Balderrama
said. “They also like to drink a lot of
“yerbamata” which is a type of tea.”
According to Balderrama, every country in
Latin America has developed its own history
and uniqueness.
Pablo Calafiore of Argentina attended the
lecture and agrees with the way people
assume that he eats refried beans and spicy
food such as salsa. He admits that there are
some differences, but also says that Latin
America has more similarities than differences
with Mexican-Americans and Mexicans.
“There is about an 80-percent similarity and
20-percent of a difference,” said Calafiore.
“There are a lot more common parts in Latin
America.”
Calafiore added some of the similarities are
the family values and the corruption of Latin
American governments.
Balderrama says that a lot of people do not
know much of Latin America because they
are not taught it. He added that when he
teaches an international studies course, he has
to start his course with the geography and
history of Latin America.
“If people don’t know where everything is,
they won’t know what the class is about,”
Balderrama said. “It is very diverse.”

continued from page 1

Hollywood following Edna's offensive
piece.
The League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC), and other Latino
groups are planning to boycott Vanity
Fair, and are demanding the apology as
well. In a Feb. 6 press release, LULAC
said Edna insulted 37 million Latinos in
the United States.
Maria Elena Salinas, of Noticiero
Univision, wrote an article stating that a
few laughs are not worth offending
millions of people. She also added that
Spanish is the second-most spoken
language in the world.
“t would be beneficial for everyone to
learn how to speak one of the richest, and
most beautiful languages on Earth,”
Salinas wrote. “And be able to
communicate with the more than 400
million native Spanish speakers in the
world.”
Salinas added that Edna might be
make-believe, but nothing about her
remarks in this particular column was
fictional.
“Hispanics are the fastest-growing
ethnic group in the United States, [and]
their purchasing power is estimated to be
above $600 billion," she wrote. "So
instead of insulting Latinos, Vanity Fair
should consider publishing its magazines
in Spanish, and that is no joke."
The topic of Spanish literary works not
having sufficient quality to be worth
reading was also addressed by several
petitioners. Maldonado stated that if Edna
were educated or cultured she would
know Hispanic Nobel Prize Winners like
Octavio Paz and Gabriel Garcia-Marquez,
to name a few.
Hispanic author Gary Soto, who

recently visited UTPA, commented on the
subject when he spoke, saying that Edna
is neither a literary critic nor linguist, and
is in no position to evaluate rich literature.
“It is a shameful, but expected behavior
from an uneducated Dame," Soto
commented. “It's dirty water under the
bridge.”
UTPA Professor Sylvia Dominguez, an
author of various works on Spanish
writers, was also astonished to learn that
the columnist was not aware of more than
2,000 authors including Garcia-Marquez,
and philosophers like Juan Ruso, whose
works have been translated to many
different languages.
“If you cannot recognize the giants in
this century," Garza said. "[And] that the
majority are Hispanic, you are too
ignorant.”
After angry readers e-mailed Vanity
Fair and threaten to boycott the magazine,
the editors published an apology through
The National Association of Hispanic
Journalists, written by the magazine’s,
editor Graydon Carter.
In the apology, the editor first focused
on stating the background on Edna, and
how the responses in the column should
not be taken seriously. Soon after, they
apologized, and said they would reprint a
public apology and a number of letters,
including one of Hayek herself, in the
upcoming April issue.
“We have apologized publicly for the
offense we caused unintentionally indeed, counter to our intentions,” Carter
wrote. “I'm asking those who feel
offended by this piece to forgive us for
our insensitivity. It was never, ever our
goal to disparage or insult any ethnic
group.”
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in.”
Rev. David Moreno is the director of the campus
ministry. He is a UTPA graduate and has a master’s
in divinity from SMU. He provides personal
counseling and guides the group, but feels that it is
important for the students to lead the discussions
and take as much control of the organization as
possible.
“Students take priority,” Moreno said. “They
have the lead voice. I want to empower them to
provide their own ministry.”
Moreno teaches UMSM that community service
is important. The members participate in the
Trinity Outreach Program in which they offer
service to the community. They work with
organizations such as the Rio Grande Food Bank,
Habitat for Humanity, and United Blood Services.
They are currently organizing a blood drive for
this semester.
“It is important for the students to understand
that they have a responsibility to the community
and to other human beings,” Moreno said. “That is
something the United Methodist Church
emphasizes.”
According to Moreno, the United Methodist
Church also strongly believes in the Grace of God
which can be divided into three categories.
-Previning grace, which teaches that all human
beings are born with an understanding of God
-Justifying grace, which teaches that Jesus
Christ’s action of dying on the cross justifies
everyone.
-Sanctifying grace, which maintains people
through out their entire lives and helps them
return to God if they ever go astray.
For UMSM treasurer Jay Jay Wicke, a junior
biology major, the organization has served to bring
him closer to God. Wicke has been a Methodist for
10 years and decided to join UMSM when he
realized that the friends he was hanging out with
were leading him the wrong path.
“The ministry brought me back to God,” Wicke
said. “Coming here is what I needed. They helped
me in my spiritual growth and I have also gained
knowledge about the Bible. I am planning on going
to be a seminarian so that I can I become a pastor
or some kind of leader in a church. I realized that
God was calling me to be his servant.”
Wicke is also a paid peer minister at South Texas
Community College, where he is starting a
continuation of the UTPA UMSM.

REGENTS

“It is coming along pretty well,” Wicke said. “It
is taking time, but it is growing. Its harder at
STCC because it is a complete commuter school.
Soon though we will have it going in full force.”
UMSM allows students from all denominations
to join. April Cavazos, sophomore pre-med
biology major, has been a part of the group for
over a year, but is not Methodist. She attends
Trinity Worship Center, which is nondenominational.
“I have never had any problems because I am
not Methodist,” Cavazos said. “I feel very
welcomed. This is such an inviting and friendly
place. I have learned things that I can apply to my
life. It helps you see things in a different way. I
have really grown spiritually and affirmed who I
am.”
Erika Muñoz, junior dietetics major, has also had
a positive experience being a part of UMSM. She
is a lifelong Methodist and a member since Fall of
1999.
“We are a close group of friends and all love
each other,” Muñoz said. “I feel like the friends
I’ve made here I will keep the rest of my life.
Being a part of the ministry has also strengthened
my faith and made me a better person. I feel very
blessed to be part of such a wonderful and loving
group.”
The United Methodist Church McAllen district
of the Southwest Texas Conference and the United
Methodist Church Southern Rio Grande
Conference provide a center for the members of
UMSM.
“The center and the organization offer students
free food, spiritual nourishment and physical
nourishment,” Liguez said. “Students feel at home
and welcomed.”
Vasquez feel that the center not only provides a
place to hold activities but also gives members a
sense of belonging and a friendly environment.
“The center provides a place for fellowship, and
relaxation,” Vasquez said. “Everyone is welcomed.
We don’t shut the doors on anyone.”
Vasquez, who had never attended a church
before joining UMSM attributes his faith in God to
the organization.
“I’m closer to God than I’ve ever been before,”
he said. “I am a totally different person, a better
person. You can ask my friends. It felt right for me
to join this group. It was destiny.”
For more information about UMSM contact the
organization at 381-4463 or to find out about the
national organization log on to www.umsm.org.

continued from page 1

someone in the past from there,” Hinojosa said.
“The UT System has many schools and colleges
in the Valley. But we don’t deny a nomination
based on regions, but we do deny when they lack
qualifications.”
The governor has appointed James Huffines of
Austin and Scott Caven of Houston. Since both
candidates come from large urban areas, Pena
said they will not understand the needs of the
people in South Texas.
Pena added that a Hispanic would represent
the people from the Valley because he/she will
appreciate their needs. However, he feels anyone
from the area will understand the demands
regardless of their ethnicity.
“I have called upon him to appoint people
from the Valley,” Pena said. “I am not telling him
who to choose, I just want someone who
certainly understands the needs of the Valley.”
Because most board members come from
urban areas, Pena feels their must be some type
of diversity on the board. If someone from the
Valley in appointed, Pena said they will be able
to bring diversity to the UT System.
According to Pena, current board members are
committed to service, but feels there are other
people with the same experiences and
qualifications.
“All I am asking for is that the governor have
his deeds matched and have someone reflect the
population of Texas,” Pena said. “Deep South

Texas historically has been ignored. He can make
a difference and appoint someone who will fight
for the Valley.”
Caven who is the former chair of the
McCombs School of Business Advisory Council
and a member of the UT Chancellors Council
Executive Committee, said he has had a lot of
experience in higher education in the past 12
years. Caven has been approved by the Senate
Nominations Committee but has not yet been
confirmed as a member of the Board of Regents.
“I plan to spend the first years visiting as many
campuses and learn much as possible,” Caven
said. “I don’t consider myself as a representative
of Houston, I plan to represent the whole state
and further education.”
To make sure someone from the Valley will be
appointed as a board member, Pena said he is
putting political pressure on Perry. He said
Democrats will continue to work with
Republicans to see that they communicate with
the governor on the issue.
However, Bengal said she was not aware of
any political pressure from any government
officials and hopes that all areas will be
represented on the Board of Regents.
“I am sure every city or county wants someone
to represent their area,” Bengal said. “We are
looking for people to represent the whole state.”
Hinojosa said nobody from the committee
opposed the nomination of Caven or Huffines.
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Fathers, sons and Tommyguns
Resident reviewer offers Spring Break alternatives for those stuck indoors
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American
Few people can honestly say that
a film permanently changed their
life, but after discovering the
sweeping beauty of “The
Godfather” at age 14, my own life
began to follow a very different
path.
My childhood dreams of
becoming a plastic surgeon
vanished seemingly overnight. No,
I did not decide to pursue a career
in organized crime, but rather one
in the film industry, which some
might very well consider a form of
organized crime in itself.
I’ve never been quite certain
what it was about the mobster genre
that drew me in so deeply, though
I’d imagine that few of us can argue

with the unique spell cast by
money, power and Italian food.
Francis Ford Coppola’s
enthralling saga of the Corleone
Family is an undisputed classic, but
his trilogy is hardly the first or last
stab Hollywood has taken at
creating a gangster picture.
James Cagney brought an
Oedipal twist to the formula in
“White Heat” over half a century
before Tony Soprano ever sat in Dr.
Melfi’s office to gripe about his
mother.
Fans of the genre should check
out “The Public Enemy,” “Mean
Streets,” “Goodfellas,” and one of
my personal favorites - the Coen
Brothers’ darkly humorous
“Miller’s Crossing.”
Last week one of the summer’s
more notable successes, “Road to
Perdition,” hit
video and DVD
shelves, and if you
missed it in
theaters, this might
be a nice way to
spend a couple of
hours over the
Spring Break
vacation.
Based on a
comic book,
“Perdition” weaves
the dark, yet

touching tale of Irish hitman
Michael Sullivan, played by Tom
Hanks with the usual brilliance
we’ve come to expect from the
actor. Although he didn’t receive as
much praise for this film as he has
in recent roles, I think his
understated performance speaks
volumes, breathing sincere warmth
into a character who might seem
utterly cold-hearted to the casual
observer.
The story takes place during the
heyday of Chicago crime boss Al
Capone, and while Capone may
own Chicago, John Rooney (Paul
Newman) is the boss of his own
small town. Rooney, we soon learn,
has his own son but has also been a
father figure for years to Hanks’
character, taking him in when he
had no one else to turn to.
It was this show of kindness that
eventually ensnared Sullivan,
quietly coercing him into a lifetime
of sin. Sullivan’s life is turned
upside down when his eldest son
witnesses the murder of a local
businessman at the hands of
Rooney’s real son.
This chilling, pivotal event
quickly leads to the murder of
Sullivan’s wife and younger son,
forcing he and his remaining child
to leave home with tear-soaked eyes
and vengeful hearts.

What follows can be seen as a
father-and-son bonding exercise, a
bank robbery yarn, a vigilante’s
quest, or a coming-of-age story.
Director Sam Mendes (“American
Beauty”) intelligently weaves all
these elements together, thanks not
only to the beautiful score by
Thomas Newman, but also, most
notably, by the unbelievably
gorgeous, often haunting
cinematography by the late Conrad
L. Hall. Look for this recently
deceased master of the medium to
receive a posthumous award on
Oscar night.
Rounding out the pitch-perfect
ensemble cast are Jennifer Jason
Leigh as Sullivan’s dedicated wife,
Jude Law as a remarkably sinister
killer-for-hire, and finally, but most
especially, Tyler Hoechlin, who
plays Sullivan’s surviving son,
Michael junior, with restrained
integrity and sincerity.
As a boy thrust into manhood by
circumstances beyond his control,
the young Sullivan struggles to
understand the path his father has
chosen, without having to succumb
to it.
In the film, Perdition is the name
of the town they’re heading toward,
but the word itself means “eternal
damnation,” and the movie, at its
core, is a spiritual tale. As the film

progresses, one can almost read the
fear of damnation on the elder
Sullivan’s face, but it is washed
away by the greater desire for
knowing that his son will manage
to avoid a similar fate.
While this may seem a bit much
for your Spring Break viewing
pleasure, you should genuinely try
to catch this when you can. If
nothing else, it would make a
wonderful Father’s Day gift,
whether your dad’s in the mafia or
not.
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Peace rally participants,
clockwise from top: Dr. Sam
Freeman; Hector Aguayo;
Richard Carmona-Casas;
Omar Rodriguez; Martha
Ramos; Alex Gaus.

Photos by
Gabriel Hernandez
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Do you feel that Vanity Fair
columnist Dame Edna’s
comments were unfair and
racist ?

Page 4

Fellowship sought
Campus Faith
SECOND IN A CONTINUING SERIES

Hery Castro
Biology
Senior
I think it’s all about ignorance since there
are people that don’t understand the
depth, the culture and the roots of
languages such as Spanish.

Kenny Montgomery
Spanish
Graduate
I don’t think it’s racist but it is ignorance. I
think it is just not about learning a
language but learning about the whole
culture and civilization of any language.

Lindsey Schnielder
Undeclared
Freshman
I think it’s racist, because in many
areas of the country Spanish is the
secondary language.

Nelson Carrasquero
Electrical Engineering
Senior
I think there is ignorance behind the
colunmist opinion because there is
no such beauty as having the ability
to communicate and know about
other cultures.

Pierre Cantu
Television Broadcasting
Junior
Yes, I believe it is racist and unfair to a
certain point. It is sad because there are
U.S. citizens who show their narrow mind,
and through these type of interviews we
can offer a different view.

By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
A Christian is someone who believes that
Jesus Christ is their savior and path to Heaven.
Although denominations vary in the details of
their beliefs, all Christians believe in goodness,
and caring for others.
The following organizations demonstrate that
despite all their differences when it comes down
to it humanity and their faith in God are what
really matters.
YOUNG CATHOLIC MINISTRY
The Young Adult Catholic Ministry is the
only Roman Catholic organization on campus.
Its mission is to unite Catholics on campus by
upholding the Roman Catholic Church and its
teachings. It aims to educate members by
sharing and discussing issues that pertain to the
Catholic religion and providing services at the
University of Texas Pan American. YACM also
intends to create a welcoming environment
which fosters human and Catholic development.
The weeks begin with peace prayer services
held in the University Chapel from 12 to 12:30
p.m. on Mondays. Other activities held in the
University Chapel include Bible studies
Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Masses are given on Thursdays at noon with
lunch provided afterward, and a contemplative
prayer meetings on Fridays from 10 a.m. to
10:30 a.m.
YACM meetings are held Tuesdays at noon.
The organization is also hosting a Faith
Development Series held on Thursdays at 6:30
p.m. Weekend activities include afternoon
movie on Fridays at 3 p.m. and mass at 5:30
p.m. on Sundays. All masses are performed by
Father Hillary Brzezinski from the Diocese of
Brownsville.
“We try to offer as much as possible so that at
least one of the things can fit into people’s
schedule,” Alfonso Liguez, campus minister,
said.
Silent retreats will be held monthly, and dates
are to be announced. The organization also
participates in other activities throughout the
year. Last week it sponsored a forum about the
war on Iraq. Speakers were Dr. Gregory Selber
from the communication department and Nick
Braune, a theology/philosophy teacher at Texas
State Technical College in Harlingen.
Members attend the Texas Catholic Student
Conference every spring.
The date and location for this spring is
pending. All activities are held so that members
can learn the Catholic teachings and strengthen
their faith. YACM member Elys Salinas, junior
pre-pharmacy major, believes that the
organization has done just that for her.
“I joined to better understand the Catholic
faith,” said Salinas, a lifelong Catholic. “I have
learned the Church’s views on big issues like
contraception and abortion. I also understand
the symbolism of the order of the Mass now.”
Catholic beliefs include the communion of
saints, forgiveness of sins, and that Virgin Mary
ascended into Heaven. The Holy Rosary is a set
of prayers in which one asks the Virgin to pray
for them or loved ones. Included in the Rosary
are two common Catholic prayers, the Hail
Mary and the Our Father. The Our Father can
be found in the Bible and the phrases in the
Hail Mary have been taken from the Bible as
well.
They also believe that Jesus Christ died for
the forgiveness of sins and that salvation is a
daily task. Catholics live by the Ten
Commandments and believe one must follow
the Seven Sacraments.

- Baptismal- one is introduced into the Church
as an infant.
- Reconciliation- confessing one’s sins and
asking for forgiveness before communion
- Holy Eucharist- One eats the body and
blood of Christ. Children, usually around
the age of seven are taught the meaning of
Communion and receive their First Holy
Communion. Then they can receive the
Communion every Mass as long as they are
right with God.
- Confirmation- One confirms their belief in
God and the Roman Catholic Church in
their mid or late teens usually.
- Holy orders-to become a priest or nun
- Holy Matrimony- those who do not choose
holy orders then they shall marry
- Anointing of the Sick - the sick are anointed
with holy oil so that if they die they can be
identified as a Christian who has repented
YACM not only offers its members education
in the Catholic faith. It also creates an
environment for them to connect and become
friends. YACM parliamentarian Omar Riojas
feels that this is important.
“After awhile you develop a bond with the
other members,” said Riojas, a sophomore
physical therapy major. “It’s nice to have people
of the same faith to count on and to count on
you.”
YACM members can often be found hanging
out at the Catholic Student Center which is
provided by the Diocese of Brownsville. The
center is off campus and is not affiliated with
UTPA. However, members often meet there.
Liguez is the director of the center and said that
the center has several purposes.
“The center is open to the public,” he
explained. “We are here to serve the community
which includes the students. We provide a place
for them to come and relax between classes or
even study.”
Riojas, who often takes advantages of the
services the center has to offer, feels that the
center prioritizes education.
“We come here to relax, but the emphasis is
on academics,” he said. “We have the quiet
room to study in and computers we can use.”
Liguez feels that together YACM and the
Catholic Student Center are developing its
members to be better individuals.
“It is important that people who are
developing their professional skills to also
develop themselves spiritually,” Liguez said.
“This way at the end the University will
produce well-rounded citizens that will bring a
moral and human aspect to their profession.”
For information about YACM contact the
organization at 383-0133 or e-mail at
yacm@catholic.org.
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT
MOVEMENT
The United Methodist Student Movement is
affiliated with the United Methodist Church, but
accepts members from all religions. Its goal is
to create a caring and welcoming environment
for its members. It motto is “Open hearts, open
minds, open doors.”
On Tuesdays the UMSM hosts a free lunch at
noon for its members and has a guest speaker.
The last one was Nancy Reyes form Valley
AIDS Council. On Thursdays a free lunch is
followed by a Bible Study at noon. The group
reads scriptures from the Bible and then has a
student-led discussion. The topic depends on
questions members might have.
“The campus minister does not usually get
involved,” President of UMSM Khristian
Vasquez said. “He tells us that it is our
organization and that we need to take over, but
if we ever have a question then he gladly jumps

See FAITH page 6
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UTPA drops season SPORTS CLIPBOARD
finale to Morris Brown
Golf team takes fifth,
Lady Broncs fall

By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
ATLANTA - Morris Brown
forward Anthony Adams hit a
buzzer-beating jump shot to
defeat the University of TexasPan American men's basketball
team 72-71 Saturday in the
season finale, at John Lewis
Arena.
The heartbreaking loss
dropped UTPA to 10-20 to end
the year and the Wolverines
improved to 9-19 to close out
their season on a positive note.
On the upside, four Bronc
players scored in double digits.
In his last game as a Bronc,
Kevin Mitchell led the team
with 18 points, Allen Holcomb
added 17 points and nine
rebounds, Valley native Eric
Montalvo contributed 12 and

freshman forward Derrick East
scored 10.
The Wolverines opened the
game with an early 20-9 run
and held the lead at 37-26 with
4:36 remaining in the first half.
The Broncs came back with six
points from Holcomb and key
shots from junior guard Prince
Thompson and Montalvo to
finish the first half with a 13-0
run to take a 39-37 lead at
halftime.The Broncs started the
second half just as strong as
they ended the first, scoring
nine points and holding Morris
Brown scoreless to build a 4839 lead early in the second
half. In a game of ups and
downs, the Wolverines then
fought back, using a 22-10 run
to take a 62-59 lead.
The Broncs eventually
grabbed a 71-70 lead with 22

seconds remaining off a
Montalvo layup. However,
Morris Brown wouldn’t be
denied on its home court and
pulled out the win on Adams’
shot at the buzzer, which
bounced off the rim and fell in
to sink the visitors.
The loss marked the seventh
time this season that the
Broncs lost a game by four
points or less. Two of those
losses came in overtime, and
two more were at the buzzer.
The loss meant that this
year’s team suffered a
complete reversal record-wise
in comparison to 2001-2002,
when it was 20-10. The
heartbreaking defeat put an end
to a long and frustrating season
that was filled with injuries,
missed chances, and unfulfilled
potential.

for its inaugural year, bowling
During the fall, flag football,
men’s 3-on-3 basketball and
volleyball were the featured
sports. For the men’s 3-on-3
basketball competition, UTPA
joined universities nationwide to
take part in Midnight Madness,
the annual celebration to mark
the official start of basketball
season.
The Latin Players were
crowned champions of the oneday 3-on-3 tournament despite
stiff competition.
In flag football, the Stallions
claimed this year’s title by
overwhelming the competition.
The Vipers won the co-ed
championship.
A recent survey by the student
body at the end of the fall
semester provided some
interesting suggestions for
additional sporting events.
"The sport that was in high
demand was oddly enough
bowling, thus in the spring
semester we will have co-ed
bowling," Cabrera said.
Several other sports are in the

works for the present semester.
After spring break, co-ed
softball, men’s soccer, and co-ed
flag football will be offered.
Bowling will make its debut this
year as an intramural event and
will be in a 4-on-4 co-ed format.
"I expect to see a lot of people
signing up for bowling, they
asked for it so we brought it to
them," Cabrera said.
Intramural events are usually
held between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Thursday. All
participants will receive a free
Intramural Campus T-shirt and
the winner of each event is
awarded an Intramural Campus
Champ T-shirt. Some of the
campus champions advance to
regional, state, or national
tournaments, depending on the
activity.
The events are open to all
faculty, staff, and registered
students regardless of athletic
ability. Official Intramural entry
forms may be obtained at Bronc
Village Apartments #2101 or for
additional information, call 2920839.

Intramurals offer fun
By NADER M. SIAM
The Pan American
When school becomes too
overwhelming and the New
Year’s resolution to lose weight
never really transpires,
something has to be around that
will help mind and body. At the
University of Texas-Pan
American there is a recreational
intramural department that offers
a wide variety of sports activities
for all students, faculty, and staff
to participate in regardless of
their ability or experience.
"It’s a great place to make
new friends, if you were a high
school athlete or never have
competed in anything before, it’s
a wonderful experience,"
Intramural Recreation Sports
Assistant Art Cabrera said.
"Sometimes those games get
pretty competitive, it’s real fun to
be out there to watch it all."
Current intramural sports
include flag football, soccer,
basketball, volleyball, beach
volleyball, putt-putt, golf,
racquetball, tennis, softball and

BASEBALL

continued from page 16

Kennedy led the way for the Broncs.
Eichel went 3-5 from the plate, scored
three runs and recorded one RBI, while
Kennedy also went 3-5, scored two runs
and had 3 RBIs. Tommy Sorden (1-1) got
the win for UTPA on the mound, pitching
6.1 innings and giving up two runs on six
hits while five Islanders.
In game two, leftfielder Louie Alamia
played a solid game for the Broncs. The
freshman went 2-3 from the plate, and
scored a run. Johnny Gibson (2-1) earned

the win on the mound for UTPA, giving
up three hits and striking out three batters
in 4.2 innings of work.
When it comes to selecting who will
draw the next assignment on the mound,
Gawlik and his staff will take a close look
at the current season statistics. Possible
starters include sophomore John Lopez,
senior Travis Parker and junior Tommy
Sorden.
The Broncs will visit Texas A&M for a
three-game series from March 7-9.

The UTPA men’s golf team took fifth
place out of 13 teams at the Moe
O’Brien Memorial Invitational hosted by
McNeese State Tuesday. The Broncs finished the 54-hole event with a score of
893.
The Lady Broncs tennis team fell 7-0
to Louisiana-Monroe Sunday. The closest match of the event was at the number
two singles spot, where Nataly Ostovska
defeated Kathryn Waslen 6-4, 6-4.

Mexico faces Boliva
The MLS Dallas Burn announced
Monday that the organization will host
an international friendly competition
between Mexico and Bolivia on
Wednesday, March 19 at 8 p.m. at Texas
Stadium. Mexico last faced the Bolivians
on May 16, 2002 in San Francisco in a
World Cup tune-up match. In that match,
the “Tricolor” barely defeated the South
Americans 1-0 to improve their all-time
record against Bolivia to 5-1-1. Tickets
for the friendly will go on sale on March
5 at 10 a.m. and can be purchased
through Ticketmaster.

Kenseth scores
UAW victory
Matt Kenseth won the UAWDaimlerChrysler 400 on Sunday after
beating out Dale Earnhardt Jr. to the finish line by 9.104 seconds. Kenseth won
a Winston Cup-best five races last season. Michael Waltrip, the Daytona 500
winner, finished the race in third place,
but took over the Winston Cup points
lead.

Woods outduels Toms
for Accenture win
Tiger Woods remained in a class all
his own Sunday when he won the
Accenture Match Play Championship at
La Costa in Carlsbad, Calif. Woods put
an end to a comeback from David Toms
on the 35th hole after hitting a 7-iron
195 yards to save par from the bunker to
win 2-and-1. He never trailed after that.
Woods won the title by playing in the
fewest holes (112 in six rounds) among
any winner in the five-year history of the
world championship. The win was

Woods’ 36th on the PGA Tour and raked
in $1,050,000.

Rayos claim top
of standings

The Rayos of Necaxa defeated the
Tecos of the Autonomous University of
Guadalajara (U.A.G.), 2-1, to leapfrog to
the top of the Mexican Soccer League
Clausura 2003 standings with 16 points.
Last week’s leader, Chivas of
Guadalajara, slipped to second place
after battling to a 1-1 tie with Morelos.
The Rayados of Monterrey took up residence in third place with 15 points after
coming from behind to tie the Gallos
Blancos of Querétaro 1-1. Club América
dropped to fourth place after the Pumas
of U.N.A.M. tied the match 1-1 on a
penalty kick by Mariano Trujillo in the
34th minute of the Mexico City classic.
Monterrey-based Tigres fell to fifth place
with 14 points after letting a victory get
away when Santos Laguna tied the
“regios” on chilean spark plug Rodrigo
Ruiz’ last minute goal to tie the match 22.

Jones scores
heavyweight title
Roy Jones Jr. became only the second
light heavyweight to win the WBA
heavyweight title after outboxing John
Ruiz Saturday night in Las Vegas. Jones
won a unanimous 12-round decision:
118-110, 117-111 and 116-112. The only
other light heavyweight boxer to win the
heavyweight title was Michael Spinks
when he defeated Larry Holmes in 1985.
In other weekend fights, Jean-Marc
Mormeck of France knocked out
Ukrainian Alexander Gurov in the eighth
round to retain the WBA cruiserweight
title and Ronald Wright of St.
Petersburg, Fla. outscored Columbian
Juan Candelo to retain the IBF junior
middleweight title.

Chargers add Boston,
Broncos ink Plummer
Two Arizona Cardinal losses turned
out to be gains for two NFL teams
Wednesday as the San Diego Chargers
landed wide receiver David Boston and
the Denver Broncos snagged quarterback
Jake Plummer. Boston’s deal is worth
$47 million over seven seasons, while
Plummer signed his name on a $40 million, seven-year deal.
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UTPA BASEBALL STATS
UTPA BASEBALL SCORES AND STATS
March 4 (Exhibition)
Reynosa 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 - 7 14 1
UTPA
2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 4 13 2
Pitchers: REYNOSA - M. Esquer; N. Renovato (4); C.
Tijerina (6); N. Melendez (7); M. Enriquez (7); O.
Verdugo (9).
UTPA - R. Anderson; R. Martinez (3); J. Duhon (4); A.
Guerra (6); L. Alamia (7); J. Saenz (9).
Win-M. Esquer. Loss-R. Martinez. Save-O. Verdugo.
Time - 2:57 Attendance - 1,604
HR UTPA - M Garza; M Eichel; J Mason.
March 2
TAMUCC 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 0 - 7 12 3
UTPA
100010010-3 9 2
Pitchers: TAMUCC - J Hamon; M Garcia (6); J
Huerta (8).
UTPA - B DiOrio; T Parker (6).
Win-J Hamon (3-1) Save-J Huerta (2) Loss-B
DiOrio (2-1)
Time - 3:00 Attendance - 235
HR TAMUCC - H Aguilar
TAMUCC 8-4, UTPA 9-8
March 1 (Game two)
TAMUCC 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 - 5 8 2
UTPA
002013x-6 7 0
Pitchers: TAMUCC - S Walker; J Huerta (6); M
Garcia (6).
UTPA - A Guerra; J Gibson (3).
Win-J Gibson (2-1) Loss-J Huerta (1-1)
Time - 2:10 Attendance - 393
HR TAMUCC - H Aguilar, J Garner
TAMUCC 7-4, UTPA 9-7
March 1 (Game one)
TAMUCC 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 - 2 6 4
UTPA
7 1 0 0 0 1 0 6 x - 15 13 1
Pitchers: TAMUCC - D Arroyo; E Martanovic (2).
UTPA - J Lopez; T Sorden (3).
Win-T Sorden (1-1) Loss-D Arroyo (1-1)
Time - 2:45 Attendance - Not Reported
TAMUCC 7-3, UTPA 8-7

UTPA Baseball Team Leaders
Batting
G
Louie Alamia 12
Marco Garza 17
Tony Ortiz
17
Jerome McCoy 17
Bruce Kennedy16
A. Alonzo
8
Juan Saenz
10
Matt Eichel
12
T.J. Gilmer
13
Matt Sisk
14
J. Englert
7
Jarod Hickle 8
J. Mason
15
John Lopez
10
Ben DiOrio
9

AB
38
70
67
42
59
14
25
35
44
41
18
15
30
18
18

H
17
27
24
15
17
4
7
9
11
10
4
3
6
3
1

R
9
14
13
14
12
3
0
11
8
6
4
4
8
6
1

HR
0
3
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0

RBI
4
17
12
8
17
1
5
6
9
7
1
2
5
1
4

AVG
.447
.386
.358
.357
.288
.286
.280
.257
.250
.244
.222
.200
.200
.167
.056

Note: based on at least 10 at-bats.
Pitching
G
John Lopez 4
Ben DiOrio 5
J. Gibson
8
J. Duhon
4
A. Guerra 5
T. Sorden 6
T. Parker
5
L. Alamia
1
R. Anderson 2

IP
14.0
24.1
18.0
7.0
23.0
24.1
20.2
3.2
1.1

W-L
1-0
2-1
2-1
0-2
2-2
1-1
1-1
0-0
0-0

SV
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

BB
9
9
9
6
9
18
9
6
4

SO
11
16
13
1
10
15
13
3
0

ERA
0.64
2.59
4.50
5.14
5.48
5.55
9.15
14.73
20.25

Team Batting

UTPA
Opp.

G
17
17

AB
540
523

H
160
131

R HR
113 7
109 10

RBI
99
96

AVG
.296
.250

Team Pitching

UTPA
Opp.

G
17
17

IP
W-L
143.0 9-8
136.0 8-9

SV
1
2

BB SO
86 88
72 105

ERA
5.16
5.23

Date
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 15
Feb. 16
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
Mar. 1
Mar. 2
Mar. 4

Opponent
SWT
Sch. (DH)
Schreiner
Lamar (DH)
Lamar
Lamar
California
Nebraska
SWT.
Inc. Word (DH)
Inc. Word
Ark.-Monticello (DH)
Ark.-Monticello
Ark.-Monticello
Texas Tech
Texas Tech
TAMUCC (DH)
TAMUCC
Reynosa (Exhib.)

Result
Site
W 11-3
H
W 13-4
H
W 7-1
H
L 10-16
H
W 3-2
H
L 2-9
H
L 5-20
A
L 1-9
A
L 3-12
A
L 8-12 (10)
H
W 4-0
H
W 15-0
H
W 2-1
H
L 5-6
H
Canceled
Canceled
W 15-2, W W 6-5 4 p.m.
L 7-3
1 p.m.
L 7-4
7:30 p.m.

Date
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 9
Mar. 11
Mar. 12

Opponent
TAMU
TAMU
TAMU
Sam Hou. St.
Sam Hou. St.

Site
A
A
A
H
H

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

UTPA/Al Ogletree Classic (March 14-16)
Iona vs. Illinois
H
3 p.m.
Prairie View
H
7 p.m.
Iona vs. Prairie View
H
3 p.m.
Illinois
H
7 p.m.
Illinois vs. Prairie View
H
Noon
Iona
H
7 p.m.

14
14
15
15
16
16

Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Apr. 1
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 13
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 16
May 17

Alerts followed locally
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UTPA Baseball Schedule

Iona
H
Iona
H
SWT
A
SWT
A
Dallas Baptist
H
Dallas Baptist
H
Texas A&M-Kingsville
H
TAMUCC (DH)
A
TAMUCC
A
Texas
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oral Roberts
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Oklahoma St.
A
Texas
A
Texas-San Antonio
A
Texas-San Antonio (DH)H 5 p.m.
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
Southeastern LA
A
NMSU (DH)
A
NMSU (DH)
A

Time
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.

7 p.m.
2 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Noon
6:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
2/8 p.m.
2/8 p.m.

UTPA Basketball
Stats

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Men’s Final Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
G
30
30
30
30
30

K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

Pts
442
325
274
246
245

Pts/G
14.7
10.8
9.1
8.2
8.2

Rebounds
G
A. HOLCOMB 30
T. Sitnikovas
30
P. Thompson 30

Reb Reb/G
226
7.5
137
4.6
123
4.1

Assists
G
29
30
30

JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

No
111
97
58

A/G
3.8
3.2
1.9

Women’s Basketball Team
Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
J.r Piwonka
Julie Porter
A. Carlow

G
25
28
28
28
28

Pts Pts/G
354
14.2
308
11.0
222
7.9
179
6.4
171
6.1

Rebounds
J. PORTER
N. Williams
Alex Gravel

G
28
28
25

Reb Reb/G
161
5.8
156
5.6
113
4.5

Assists
J. PIWONKA
A. Carlow
Alex Gravel

G No.
28 89
28 87
25 53

A/G
3.2
3.1
2.1

Special to The Pan American

KICKER— Members of the Mariachi Azahares play for dining guests at the
Republic of the Rio Grande restaurant on South 10th Street in McAllen

Female band
tearing it up
By MARIZA ELIZONDO
The Pan American

Mariachi Azahares, a local allfemale mariachi group, will be
celebrating its second anniversary
this spring.
Gaby Sandoval, the group’s
founder, moved to the Valley in the
fall of 1997 as a former member of
an all-female mariachi group in
San Antonio. Sandoval enrolled at
the University of Texas-Pan
American, and has been a member
of UTPA Mariachi for six years.
Mariachi Azahares originated in
the spring of 2001 from a list of
UTPA musicians Sandoval deemed
worthy to participate and perform.
“I chose girls who I thought
would be inspired by the music
and have a passion for it,” she
said.
The group consists of 10
women, all students and members
of UTPA Mariachi Femenil, which
originated in the fall of 2001 after
Sandoval pitched the idea to Dr.
Dahlia Guerra, head of the school’s
music department and director of
UTPA Mariachi.
“I thought that it would be a
good idea because there’s nothing
like that here,” Sandoval said.
“There was always mixed groups
or all-male groups but never an allfemale group.”
“La Reyna,” which means the
queen, is one of the many songs in
mariachi that is traditionally
performed by a male vocalist
because it is dedicated to a woman.
“El Rey,” which means the king, is
the song’s transformed version that
allows a female to sing in
dedication to a man.
Mariachi Azahares entertain
customers at local restaurants
nearly every weekend, with “El
Rey” and other songs such as “Las
Mañanitas” and “Volver,” charging
$10 per request. On a good night
the group will make up to $550.
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“They like us ‘cause were
something new and different to
watch,” said violinist Melissa
Hernandez. “Our goal is to get
ourselves more recognized, and so
far we have captivated some
interest.”
More than half of the members
of Mariachi Azahares keep the
melody tempo with the instrument
most commonly associated with
mariachi, the violin. A vihuela, a
guitar and a guitarron keep the
rhythm, and a trumpet is added for
clarity and sound. All 10 musicians
are vocalists as well.
Juanita Garza, professor of
history at UTPA, said that
Mariachi Azahares contradicts the
stereotype of a woman only being
allowed in mariachi as a featured
vocalist.
“They are really breaking into
the realm of masculinity,” Garza
said. “They are opening up the
music industry for more females in
a sense.”
Garza feels that the group is
probably accepted by the public.
“You’re always going to have
someone who is a purist about
mariachi, and is going to be totally
against females,” said Garza. “But
I think that for the most part
people will recognize that this is
different so they’ll be more
receptive to accepting their
music.”
The musicians look forward to
competing Feb. 21 in Laredo
against professional mariachi
groups for prize money. They will
be the only all-female group
entering in the competition.
“It’s a male dominated genre,”
Sandoval said. “It’s about time we
show them what were capable of.”
The group also gets booked for
gigs playing for weddings,
quincieñeras, birthdays and
anniversaries. Each performer
earns $40 per gig, which usually
last about one hour.

Ever since Sept. 11, the threat of terrorism has
created an added need for security among U.S.
citizens. The government created the Homeland
Security Advisory System (HSAS) to provide a
comprehensive and effective means to spread
information regarding the risk of terrorist acts to
federal, state, local authorities, and the public.
As of last week the U.S. Attorney General along
with the Homeland Security Council made the
decision to return the threat level to an elevated risk
of terrorist attack, or "yellow" level from the recent
high “orange” risk level.
Such a system provides warnings by having a 5level measure of threat conditions that changes as the
risk of the threats increase. At each level federal
departments and agencies implement a
corresponding set of protective measures to further
reduce vulnerability or increase response capability
during a period of heightened alert.
This system is intended to create a common
understanding, context, and structure for an ongoing
national discussion about the nature of the threats
that confront the homeland. It also provides the
appropriate measures that should be taken in
response.
The HSAS includes five levels of threat
conditions, each identified by a description and
matching color. From lowest to highest, the levels
and colors are:
•
•
•
•
•

Low = Green;
Guarded = Blue
Elevated = Yellow
High = Orange
Severe = Red.

The higher the Threat Condition, the greater the

risk of a terrorist attack. Risk includes both the
probability of an attack occurring and its potential
gravity.
At UTPA, the University Police Department has
made an effort to keep the students, faculty and staff
alert to the prospect of danger that is among us. By
e-mailing the campus about the different information
that the NSAS is documenting, and monitors the
news reports and the emergency alert systems.
According to Howard Miller, UTPA police chief,
there is an obvious difference between the elevated
and high alert levels, but the precaution the
university is taking to assure the protection of UTPA
remains the same. The creation of new committees,
such as the campus safety team, is one step being
made to ensure the protection of UTPA.
“Students need to be aware of their surroundings,”
Miller said. “They need to able to be observant in
case of any suspicious behavior, and be on their
guard. Some things shouldn’t be taken for granted.”
Across the area action is being taken also to the
safety of residents of the Rio Grande Valley. In
Brownsville, there is a security alert for different
crises, from natural disasters like tornados or
hurricanes to disasters such as terrorist attacks.
“We are very prepared, but going about business
as usual,” said Mark Erbert of the Brownsville
Police Department. “As are as anything that does
happen, Brownsville is ready to act on it with proper
security measures.”
UTPA is with the community in being prepared
for a disaster in the future. Miller feels that the
students need to take accountability for their own
safety.
“In the long run a person’s safety is their own
responsibility,” Miller said. “Sometimes people think
that the campus is immune to different attacks,
whether it be natural or man made. Everyone should
be observant and prepared in case something ever
happens close to home.”

Publications coming along
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
On Saturday at 1 a.m., Lorena Garcia, assistant
editor for the Panorama, was still in the UTPA
Panorama office trying to sort her way through
feature stories for the upcoming issue.
Along with other staff members, Garcia is starting
to feel the quickly approaching deadline that must be
met in order to get the student publication out by
finals week in May.
“This year, the Panorama staff is trying hard to
add more quality content, photos and graphics,” said
Garcia, a public relations/advertising major.
Designed as an annual pictorial of campus events,
student activities, and student feature stories, the
Panorama serves as an organization for
communications students. The staff produces most of
the content and photos but submissions are still
accepted from UTPA students.
“The Panorama is a magazine yearbook hybrid,"
said lecturer Jacqueline Nirenberg, the group’s
adviser. “Its purpose is to provide a snapshot of the
year for UTPA students and is also used as a public
relations tool for the university.”
According to Nirenberg, every year the Panorama
is different because it is purely student-driven,
allowing the staff to determine the look, theme and
size of the publication. Funding for the Panorama
comes from student fees, approved by the Student
Affairs Advisory Committee.
According to Nadia Mercado, Panorama Editor,
the product will showcase the university from past
years, dating back to 1927, to the future of UTPA.
Garcia will have to spend some of her Spring Break
making sure the Panorama makes its way to the
printing press on time. But she will also have to
make sure another student publication gets there on
time too.
Besides being a part of the Panorama staff, Garcia
is also a part of Gallery 2003, a student-literary arts

magazine. She is one of the students enrolled in
ENG 3334, an English course which explores the
techniques of magazine production and editing. The
class provides a comprehensive laboratory
experience in the editing of the production of Gallery
2003, including techniques of computer-generated
composition and design, according to the class
syllabus.
“From advertising and selecting the material to
teamwork and decision-making in the final weeks,
the students get a great experience from start to
finish,” said Sandra Cararas, instructor and adviser of
Gallery 2003. “Billboards have already been posted
all around the UTPA campus along with flyers in
order to advertise for submissions.”
According to Garcia, the differences between
Panorama and Gallery 2003 are that Panorama has
paid positions for the editor, the assistant editor and
other members of the organization, along with
volunteers. The students producing Gallery 2003 are
equals with no pay and must put together the literary
magazine in its entirety to earn a grade.
Similarly though, both Panorama and Gallery
2003 are scheduled to be out the first two weeks of
May.
In its 20th year of publication, Gallery is primarily
funded through student service fees. Many
supporters from the UTPA faculty have also
supported the product in past years and are
recognized as patrons.
Gallery 2003 will feature original works by UTPA
students in the genres of poetry, prose (short story or
essay), art, and photos.
Submissions of original works are currently being
accepted. UTPA students, both undergraduate or
graduate students who were enrolled in either fall
2002 or spring 2003 may submit their original
works. The place to submit is the UT Press Office
located on the second floor of the COAS building
room 266. The deadline for accepting submissions is
March 7, 2003.
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To the Editor:
I just finished reading the “Caterwaul”
section of the February 6 Pan American,
regarding the question “Should America Go
to War with Iraq?” I was deeply
disappointed, given the importance of this
topic, with the arguments both for and
against war.
In his case for war, Dagoberto Pérez, like
our President himself, slips too easily into
“Axis of Evil”-type clichés: he explains that
“Saddam would like nothing more than to
see Lady Liberty crumble” and refers in
weighty capital letters to the “Iron Fist that
Saddam Hussein wears.”
This rhetoric, though satisfying in the
same way blockbuster movie previews are,
fails to impart any actual evidence to
forward Mr. Perez’s arguments. Like so
much of the Bush Administration’s public
statements, Pérez plays on our sense of
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■

dread without really engaging in critical
debate or answering the reservations the
American people (and the world) have
expressed about this war.
Arianna Vazquez, for her part, takes the
view of only the most extreme elements of
the anti-war movement and inflates them
with the language of a bad Bond movie:
Bush, she says, is a “puppet of the oil
industry” who wants to “rule the world” and
establish “global empire.” Whatever one
thinks of Bush or his war, the fact of the
matter is that, even in France and other
bastions of anti-war sentiment, this debate is
about more than oil or empire: it is about,
among other things, our relationships with
the rest of the world, the balance of power in
the Middle East, and how we go about
making the world a safer place.
Those who oppose the war have an
obligation to offer a different vision on these
issues. Ms. Vazquez instead chooses, like
Mr. Pérez with Saddam Hussein, to provide

NEWS

editorials

■

cartoons

us with a dastardly villain rather than a real
argument.
The question of war in Iraq will shape
global politics for years to come, affect all
of our safety, and perhaps cost thousands of
civilian lives in Iraq, not only through armed
conflict but because of food supply and
refugee populations (Does anyone still talk
about Afghanistan, and all the starving
people we left behind there?). I am afraid
that such terribly momentous questions
deserve a much more rigorous debate in our
community than I saw in the pages of the
“Pan American.”
Adam Rosenblatt
Arts and Culture Coordinator
Division of External Affairs
University of Texas Pan American
1201 West University Drive
Edinburg, TX 78539-2999
Office: (956) 381-3349
Cellular: (512) 796-1375
rosenblatt@panam.edu
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Online advising available
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American

With the help of a simple Web-based
computer program, the once cumbersome
process of advisement just became a whole lot
easier for students at the University of Texas-Pan
American.
UTPA officials believe the new program,
dubbed the “Degree Audit System,” will take the
hassle out of following a degree plan for not
only the 14,000-plus UTPA students, but also
faculty who face the arduous task of advising
each student.
“We are not going to do away with mandatory
advisement in any way, shape, or form, but this
will make it less hectic on the students,” said
Director of Admissions and Records David
Zuniga. “The time students will have to spend
with their advisers will be more quality time and
deal with issues they need to talk about. It will
make it easier on faculty to work with students.”
According to Zuniga, the Degree Audit
System was part of a software package
purchased by the university several years ago,
but the program was shelved while Admissions
and Records personnel worked on other statemandated projects. But approximately five years
ago, the department spearheaded the effort to get
the system up and running.
“There are over 55 majors at the university,
and they all have different requirements. It’s
taken time to get the information together from
all the departments, secretaries, and staff,”
Zuniga said. “It has been in [testing two to three]
years, and one year has been spent working out
bugs. We now have it live and it is timed for the
advisement period, and students will be able to
utilize it from now on.”
Previously, students looking for advisement
were required to fulfill a multistep process to
receive time with a faculty adviser. After
obtaining a copy of a UTPA transcript, a student
had to track down a copy of their specific degree
plan and make an appointment with a faculty
adviser.

“Someone needed to sit with the student,
decipher their transcript and answer the
questions, and eventually the student had to get
the degree plan signed and approved,” Zuniga
said. “Any time a student wanted a degree plan,
it took a lot of time.”
But with the new Degree Audit System, the
first two steps of the advisement have been
scrapped completely and the rest of the process
has been streamlined. Virtually the only step left
unaffected by the the new system is that students
must still have the finished degree plan signed
by the dean of their respective college.
“Now from anywhere in the world if they
have access to a computer, whether at work or at
home or even in a lab or even a Kiosk machine
on campus, a student, by entering their PIN and
following simple instructions will be able to
have their degree plan printed in seconds,”
Zuniga said. “This does not preclude students
from going to advisers for advisement, but it will
make things easier for both students and
advisers.”
The Degree Audit System will provide every
UTPA student with a virtual treasure trove of
information, including transcript data, grades
received in completed courses, remaining core
requirements and minor courses yet to be
completed. Zuniga believes this information will
greatly enhance a students’ ability to gauge their
progression through their respective degree
plans.
According to Zuniga, invitations encouraging
UTPA students to use the new Degree Audit
System were mailed earlier this week along with
registration materials. Although the Degree
Audit System is not unique to UTPA - a number
of Texas A&M University system schools and
UT-Austin use a related version of the program the program was manipulated by UTPA
Computer Center personnel to make the
software easier to use.
“The Computer Center has done a lot of work
behind the scenes,” Zuniga said. “We took the
system and made it Web-based to make it more
user-friendly. Now if the student looks at it on

the Web, it has color and everything.”
Roy Rodriguez, a UTPA Computer Center
Program Analyst, feels his department worked
hard to make the Degree Audit System program
special to Pan Am.
“We brought the program out of the can and
the departments brought up a lot of issues, like
they wanted us to make it more user-friendly
and have more color,” he said. “The hardest part
was customizing it to meet UTPA’s needs and
dealing with the deadlines. It was working when
we first brought it out of the can, but it was very
basic.”
According to Rodriguez, the finished product
was over 10 years in the making, and his team is
excited to bring the new service to UTPA.
“Once we got rolling back in November 2002,
that’s when we started pushing hard to get it
done for this coming semester. We’re very proud
of it,” he said. “We’re still looking to make other
enhancements for it. We’re going to add more
things and it’s going to be much better. It’s going
to improve with the feedback we’re getting.”
The assistant deans of each UTPA college also
faced the monumental task of collecting the
information regarding their respective degree
plans to be entered into the program.
“It took some time checking to see that what
was online matched what was in the catalogue,”
said Wally Tucker, assistant dean of the College
of Arts and Humanities. “But now students are
going to be able to have faster access to their
degree plans and they will be more accurate. It’s
going to be quicker to make a degree plan.”
Students can access the Degree Audit System
by inputting their social security number and
PIN through the student services section of
http://www.assist.panam.edu. Admissions and
Records also provides a tutorial regarding the
use of the service at
http://admissions.panam.edu/degreeaudit.html.
“We developed the tutorial Web site so that all
the answers are right there and students won’t
have to call a bunch of people trying to figure it
out,” Zuniga said. “It will answer any questions
a student may have.”

Lady Broncs down
Centenary Ladies

sports
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UTPA closes out season at 7-21 following 87-82
home win over Centenary
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of TexasPan American women’s
basketball team defeated the
Centenary Ladies, 87-82, to
close out the 2002-2003
season in style last weekend.
In doing so, they notched
their third win in four games
and wrapped up the year
with a 7-21 record on Senior
Night at the Fieldhouse.
The 87 points scored by
the Lady Broncs was a
season-high that eclipsed last
week’s 77-point mark
achieved against Incarnate
Word Feb. 25 at home.
Both teams had five
players score in doubledigits in the contested affair
that went back and forth all
night. Senior guard Alex
Gravel led the Lady Bronc
offensive onslaught with 23
points to end her playing
career at UTPA as the
women’s basketball all-time
scoring leader with 1,227
points. Senior center Naima
Williams scored 16 points to
finish number two with

1,173 points. Five-footseven guard Amanda Carlow
added 15 points, Jennifer
Piwonka notched 14, and
senior forward Julie Porter
contributed 10.
Centenary forward Alexis
Pettway led all scorers with
24 points and also nabbed 10
rebounds for a doubledouble.
The Lady Broncs had to
play catchup for most of the
first half. Centenary took a
nine-point at 37-28 lead with
4:16 to go, but Pan Am went
on a 10-0 run to close out
the first half with a slim 3837 lead. Piwonka led
UTPA’s run with six points
while Carlow had two assists
and sank a jumper with 21
seconds remaining in the
first half to take the lead.
In the second half, the
game went back and forth.
UTPA held the lead on 10
different occasions while CC
led nine times throughout
the half.
After being tied 61-61
with 11:42 remaining, Pan
Am went on a 14-6 run that
was topped off by Williams’

layup at 6:08 that gave the
Lady Broncs an eight-point
at 75-67. However, the
Ladies stormed right back
with a 15-5 run to reclaim
the lead 82-80 when Lindsay
Way hit two free throws
with 1:11 left in the game.
UTPA didn’t give up. The
Lady Broncs charged right
back to tie the game for the
15th time, 82-82, on the
strength of an all-out team
effort that saw four of five
orange-and-green players
score at least one point in
the last minute of the game.
Pan Am concluded the game
with a 7-0 run when Gravel
sank two free throws with
three seconds remaining in
the game to clinch the 87-82
victory and close out the
season on a winning note.
“Everthing just came
together. We knew we had to
beat Centenary. .We wanted
to beat them bad,” said
Williams.
With the win, UTPA
improved its home record to
5-10 and 7-21 on the season.
Centenary ended the season
8-20.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Stacey Gooden drives to the hoop for a layup during a game against Incarnate Word.

Broncos best Broncs in baseball border bash
Triple-A equivalent squad defeats UTPA in anual
meeting of border rivals
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

The Reynosa Broncos of the Mexican
Baseball League defeated the University
of Texas-Pan American baseball team 7-4
in the third annual exhibition matchup
between the two teams Tuesday night
before a crowd of 1,604 that were split
between Pan Am supporters and Broncos
fans at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
Reynosa, the equivalent of a Triple-A
baseball club in the U.S., used some solid
relief pitching to silence UTPA’s bats in
the last three innings to run off with the
exhibition game victory to improve to 2-0
in their spring training season. The
Broncos defeated the Monterrey Sultanes
6-3 in their first exhibition game of the
year on Monday.
Last year, the Broncos finished in
seventh place in the Northern Zone with a
20-33 record (43-67 overall) in the second
half of the 2002 MBL season. The
visiting Broncos opened up the game by
scoring three runs off seldom-used starter
Ricky Anderson, who pitched two innings
and gave up three runs off three hits.
Despite the shaky Bronc start, UTPA
composed itself and got down to
fundamentals. Pan Am responded in its
half of the first inning with a pair of solo

home runs to left field by sophomore
shortstop Marco Garza and sophomore
catcher Matt Eichel off Reynosa veteran
starter Mercedes Esquer.
In the second inning, the Broncs tied
the game 3-3 with a solo shot to left field
by sophomore center fielder Jonathan
Mason.
In 17 games, Pan Am has hit only seven
home runs, but they cranked three roundtrippers against Reynosa in the first two
innings of the game against seasoned
veteran left-hander Esquer.
Reynosa took back the lead in the top
of the third off a pair of throwing errors.
Left fielder Ozzie Timmons reached base
on a botched throw from third base and
advanced to second on the same error
which put him in scoring position. Second
baseman Rafael Castañeda singled to right
center to score Timmons and put the
Broncos back on top 4-3.
The Mexican club added to its lead in
the sixth when outfielder Joel Canales’
single to right field scored Castañeda to
increase Reynosa’s lead 5-3. However,
UTPA got out of the inning during the
same scoring play when third baseman
Oscar Romero tried to beat out a throw at
the plate, but was tagged out at home by
Eichel off a throw from freshman right
fielder Otis Powers.

Pan Am got the run back in the bottom
half of the frame to close within one run,
5-4, off sophomore Dustin Lee’s single to
left field that scored Mason from second
base.
Reynosa proceeded to shut down the
Bronc offense for the last three innings of
the game on the solid relief efforts of
Néstor Melendez, Martín Enriquez and
Orlando Verdugo who combined to pitch
three innings of three-hit ball while
striking out four UTPA batters in the
process.
The Broncos added insurance runs in
the top of the eighth and ninth innings to
win the international exhibition game 7-4.
“It (the game) was very even. They
seem to have a lot of good players. My
respect goes out to their boys,” said
Reynosa pitching coach Florentino Duarte
about Pan Am’s players.
Despite the loss, first year head coach
Willie Gawlik was satisfied with his
team’s performance against the Mexican
club.
“We held our ground and we played
well,” he said. “It was a great experience
for us to be able to play against a pro
team like that. You learn a lot of lessons
when you play a pro team,” Gawlik
added. “They show you some things that
you need to work on.”
Six Bronc pitchers allowed seven runs
and scattered 14 hits in the loss while six
Reynosa hurlers allowed four runs on 13
hits.

“It helps us prepare to play against
some good pitching and good defense. It
helps us prepare for A&M,” Gawlik said,
as his team prepares for a big upcoming
three-game series on the road against
Texas A&M.
In February, UTPA and the Reynosa
Broncos baseball organization signed a
contract to extend the border rivalry for
another three years.
Next season, the Broncs will play at
Reynosa with the series alternating sites
every year.
This year’s game was originally
scheduled to be played in Mexico, but due
to ongoing renovation of Reynosa’s
stadium, it was rescheduled to be played
at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
Last year, the Broncos defeated UTPA
5-3 on a two-run dinger by Castañeda in
the top of the ninth inning before an
identical crowd of 1,604 that gathered at
Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
In the inaugural game between the
cross-border rivals in 2000, Reynosa beat
Pan Am 6-3 before a standing room only
crowd of 4,746 at Jody Ramsey Stadium.
“This is a great thing for the city of
Edinburg and the city of Reynosa,” said
Gawlik. “I think this will really grow into
a huge thing.”
The game was broadcast on Spanish
language radio station 1530 AM.
UTPA will visit Texas A&M at College
Station for a three-game series this
coming weekend from March 7-9.
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Broncs take two of three
Broncs take doubleheader against
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, but fall short of sweep

The University of TexasPan American Broncs
snatched two baseball
victories over the Islanders
of Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi in a doubleheader
last Saturday. But the
Sunday finale of the threegame series belonged to
TAMUCC as the Islanders
(8-4) defeated the Broncs,
7-3.
“We just gave them
the game,” UTPA head
coach Willie Gawlik
said. “We played poor
fundamental baseball,
but winning two of
three against a good
team was good for us.”
The Broncs came
out strong, shutting
down the visiting team
in the first frame and
wasted no time in
recording the first run
of the game. After
senior Bruce
Kennedy’s triple,
sophomore Marco Garza’s
sacrifice hit brought
Kennedy home for the
game’s first score. Garza
already has 17 RBI on the
year, in 17 games, tied with
Kennedy for the team lead.
UTPA (9-8) led 1-0 until
the top of the third inning
when Islander first baseman
Mike Schelkewy ripped a
single to right field to bring
in Juan Landin for
TAMUCC’s first score of

“
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(Above) - UTPA senior pitcher Ben DiOrio hurls a pitch during a doubleheader against
TAMUCC.
(Below) - UTPA Sophomore Marco Garza rounds third base during a game against
TAMUCC.
(Lower Right) - Garza slides across home plate.

the day.
But the tie score wouldn’t
last long. Later in the
inning, with two runners on
base, Islander Humberto
Aguilar smacked a three-run
home run over the rightfield wall to make the score
4-1 at the end of the third.
By the bottom of the fifth
frame the Broncs answered.
After Jerome McCoy flied
out to right field and Bruce
Kennedy went down
swinging, Garza reached

We depended on
our speed and
didn’t have many
chances to make
something
happen.
- Willie Gawlik,
UTPA head baseball coach

to score from second base
but was gunned down from
center field by Jonathan
Mason.
DiOrio (2-1) allowed
eight hits and seven runs,
four earned, and was
relieved by Travis Parker,
who threw 3 2/3 innings of
scoreless work.
Following the three-run
sixth, the Islanders led 7-2
and cruised their way to
their victory. UTPA added
another run in the eighth as
a sacrifice fly by pinchhitter Juan Saenz plated
Matt Eichel, but
TAMUCC shut down
any hopes for a
comeback in the 7-3
loss.
Garza had a pair of
hits for the Broncs, as
did Tony Ortiz. Garza
is hitting .386 so far,
second on the team to
Louie Alamia (.447)
while Ortiz is clicking
along at .358, third on
the team.
“We depended on our
speed and didn’t have many
chances to make something
happen,” Gawlik said.
Despite the most recent
loss for UTPA, the Broncs
were able to sweep a
doubleheader against the
Islanders, winning the first
game 15-2 and the second
6-5.
In the first game of the
twinbill, Eichel and

“

By JUAN FLORES
The Pan American

base with a double and later
crossed home plate on a
single by sophomore Tony
Ortiz, leaving UTPA down
4-2 at the end of five.
In the sixth inning,
TAMUCC chased Bronc
starter Ben DiOrio, as Jaime
Landin singled with the
bases loaded to plate a run
and a later error allowed
another. After Michael
Bruner scored on a single
by Garanzuay, Landin tried

See BASEBALL page 13
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CAMPUS
■

11th Annual
Aid Fair

The 11th Annual
Financial Aid
Fair will be held
Thursday March
6, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. at
the Student Union
Lobby. There will
be assistance with
2003-2004 Free
Application for
Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) and
1040A and
1040EZ federal
tax returns for
students.
There will be free
food, music and
door prizes
through out the
event. The fair is
sponsored by
Student Financial
Services.
Admission is
free.

VALLEY
■ Possible

Kidnapping?
A young Valley girl
who was thought to
have been
kidnapped was
found two hours
after her mother
reported her
missing
Wednesday. Police
say the little girl
was at the Don-Wes
Flea Market in
Donna with her
mother, when she
went to the
restroom alone and
never came out.
She was found two
hours later in the
Weslaco K-Mart.
The case is still
under investigation.

Remember

By JENNIFER TAPIA
The Pan American

dimensional stereotypes of Latinos,
revealing not only her racism, but
also her profound ignorance of who
we are.”
Juanita Garza, a University of
Texas-Pan American history and
philosophy professor, was in
accordance with Maldonado. Garza
was one of the recipients of the email.
“I understand how they felt,”
Garza said. “I got the e-mail sent by
friends [and] I understand it
[because] we are always having to
apologize for ourselves, and we are
sick of it.”
Garza, as well as other Latino
groups and individuals offended by
Edna, commented that they could
not believe how the magazine had
published that article when Mexican
actress Salma Hayek was on the VF
cover.
Maldonado, in her letter to the
editor, also wrote that she could not
figure out how they chose to feature
Hayek on the cover, and then run an
article about her success in

Now that Gov. Rick Perry has announced
two of the three nominees for the
University of Texas System Board of
Regents, State Rep. Aaron Pena Jr., DEdinburg, feels a Valley native should be
appointed to serve on the nine-member
board.
According to Pena, it is important to
have a representative from the Valley on the
board because they understand the
educational needs of the area. Because of
the predominance of Hispanics in South
Texas, Pena feels education is a top priority.
“Education is our one ticket out of
poverty,” Pena said. “To have a powerful
body such as the Board of Regents and not
have a representative from deep South
Texas is an absolute crime.”
However, Wendy Bengal, assistant press
secretary for Perry, said the governor is
looking for the best qualified applicant to
fill the last seat in the board. She said when
looking for a candidate, the governor looks
at applicants from all over the state and
hopes they will represent all of Texas while
serving their term on the board.
Bengal added the governor has been
working on appointing the next candidate,
but that no specific date has been set on
when he plans to announce the final
nominee.
“As with any appointment, he looks for
the best qualified candidate,” Bengal said.
“It’s a statewide board, they look into the
best interest of all of Texas, no matter
where they are from.”
When approving a member of the Board
of Regents, the Senate Nominations
Committee will look in into candidate
qualifications. Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa,
D-McAllen, who is a member of the
committee, said also considered are the
candidates’ commitment to public service
and their experience in education.
During appointment period, Hinojosa
said the committee meets every Monday to
make decisions on the nomination. He said
most board members come from the
Houston, Dallas and Austin areas, but that
he hopes the governor will appoint
someone from the Valley.
“Somehow the Valley has been
neglected, but they have appointed

See RESPONSE page 6

See REGENTS page 6
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE?— Political science professor Sam Freeman speaks to the crowd Tuesday at
the peace rally that was held outside the library. Freeman was one of several speakers at the event,
which drew over 100 people. See page 5 for related information.

VFair controversy rages
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
Vanity Fair, one of America's
most famous monthly magazines,
published a feature by one of their
columnists, Dame Edna, that they
say insulted the Hispanic
population.
Edna, who is actually a man
named Barry Humphries, is an
Australian comedian who writes an
advice column in the magazine. The
fashion magazine editors stated in
New California Media, that Edna is
not a person whose advice should
be taken seriously.
“In stark contrast to serious
advice columns, Dame Edna takes
her questioners' worst assumptions
and runs with them,” Vanity Fair
editors said.
However, in the February 2003
issue, Edna made some remarks that
most of the Hispanic population
disliked.
A reader asked Edna for advice
on what foreign language she
should learn, and that a lot of

people were telling her to learn
Spanish because eventually
everyone is going to speak it. In
response, Edna said to forget
Spanish because there is "nothing in
that language worth reading except
Don Quixote." She also added that
the Spanish language would be of
no use to her because the only
persons who speak it are the help,
or the leaf blowers.
Several individuals and activists
groups have made it their mission
to get an apology from the
magazine and Edna herself. New
York attorney Wendy Maldonado
started an Internet petition to try
and solicit a printed apology from
Edna.
In a letter to the editor attached in
the e-mail forward, Maldonado said
Edna could have used other
comments to make her statement
concerning the subject, instead of
saying bad things about the Latino
community.
“Dame Edna could have chosen
any number of amusing responses,”
Maldonado wrote. “However, she
responded using cheap, two-

